Esopus Environmental Board Notes

April 16, 2025
Present:
Mark Ellison Town Board Liaison Evelyn Clarke
Nina Nichols -Acting Chair
Jo Mispel

Chris DeCicco
Excused:

Noel Russ
Jenna Ice

Also attending: Paul Brooks and Lindsay Baer

Meeting commenced with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:03 p.m. It was confirmed that there was not a
quorum.

Town Board candidate Paul Brooks introduced himself.

Lindsay Baer expressed interest in becoming a member Environmental Board and was present to
observe.

Adele Burger introduced herself and had become a resident in the past year. She was a free-lance
reporter and was concerned about a superfund site and lack of information.

Old Business:

Membership Status — There were currently 3 positions open. Member Ellison stated that a resume and
application to serve needed to be provided to the EB and was available on line.

Last Frost Fest — Acting Chair Nichols suggested that in lieu of the Last Frost Fest, a plant swap and
sapling giveaway may be considered. Two participants were not able to attend on May 17" and two EB
Members would not be available. Member Ellison had contacted the Town Clerk’s office to obtain a
Certificate of Insurance which would cover all events being hosted by the Environmental Board for the
year. Given a lack of response from vendors and given that there was one month left to organize,
Member Nichols felt simplicity may be best and Members present agreed. If verbiage for signs could be
determined, signs could be ordered (from LaManna). Member DeCicco suggested posting fliers in local
businesses. “Last Frost Plant Swap” with date and time was suggested. “Food, Fun and Free Plants” was
suggested by Member DeCicco who had conversation with Yohan with Oma’s Food Trailer who was
willing to provide food for an event. He also suggested reaching out to the Bruderhof EvironThon Team
to participate as well and he would reach out to determine if they would like to attend. Lindsay Baer
volunteered to host rock painting and design-a-garden activities. Mark Ellison would try to obtain
music. Member Nichols could provide compost from the back of her truck to help keep the area clean.
It was noted that parking at the Bank needed to be take into consideration of the patrons of the bank.
Secretary would arrange to have event flyer placed on Facebook and the Town’s website. The Board
Members would investigate posting the event on other social media pages. Lindsay Baer and Chris
DeCicco would create the flyer. Lindsay Baer would contact Ulster County Native Nursery. Member
Ellison requested that when the flyer had been drafted, it should be distributed to all Members for input
prior to sending to the sign shop.



Carix Frankii — Member Ellison would contact Member Russ to discuss if any information relative to
Central Hudson mowing at Sleightsburg Spit was able to be obtained. June would be the best month if
an attempt was made to delineate the locations of the plant to deter mowing.

New Business:

Grants -

Inland Flooding & Local Waterfront Revitalization Implementation Projects Program was offering a
grant.

Resilient Watershed Program — Provided grant for riparian plantings

Member Nichols inquired if funds could be taken from the Environmental Board escrow to utilize for a
grant writer to pursue specific grants.

CLIMATE SMART TASK FORCE

Chairperson Ice had indicated there were no new updates. Member Ellison suggested all Member
review the matrix to see what was needed, what had been done and what could be done.

Member Ellison suggested promoting UCRRA events for waste disposal.
Town Board Member Clarke stated the grant for EV stations had been obtained and Ross Park and the
storage units would be feasible locations. Member Ice would like to invite DVM Industries to address

the Town Board.

Meeting adjourned at 8:14 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Lisa K. Mance, Secretary
Dated: April 16, 2025



