
Esopus Environmental Board Notes 
May 21, 2025 

 

Present:         
Mark Ellison    Town Board Liaison Evelyn Clarke (7:10 p.m.)   
Nina Nichols        
Jo Mispel 
Chris DeCicco - Chairman 
 
Excused:   
Noel Russ 
Jenna Ice 
 
Also attending:  Lindsay DeCicco 
 
Meeting commenced with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:06 p.m.  It was confirmed 
that there was not a quorum.   The April 2025 Notes/Minutes approval was 
tabled.   
 
Old Business: 
 
Membership Status – Member candidate Lindsay Baer submitted an Application 
to Serve for review by the Members and responded to various questions 
presented.  Members present supported the appointment of Ms. Baer as an 
Environmental Board member.  Ms. Baer was encouraged to attend the next 
Town Board meeting. 
 
Last Frost Fest –  The event had been successful.  There were saplings remaining 
to give distribute.  Mark Ellison noted invoice issues resulted in an error made on 
the sapling distributor bill in Environmental Board’s favor.  Composting and 
sapling giveaways were productive.   
 
Carix Frankii – Noel Russ had volunteered to reach out to Central Hudson to 
attempt to protect the location in Sleightsburgh from mowing prior to the 
timeframe when the species count needed to take place.  Mark Ellison suggested 
posting an invitation for the public to participate.  There were approximately 14 
sites but if the ROW was mowed, it was difficult to identify the Carix Frankii.  
Target date to conduct survey should be selected at the June meeting and no 
later than the July meeting.  Mark Ellison would provide notes taken from 
previous years that would be useful in conducting the species count.   
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New Business:   
 
Grants – Jo Mispel would be submitting a grant application which had been 
approved by the Town. The Library would be providing a letter of support, as well 
of the Town.  Jo Mispel asked for suggestions from any other entities/individuals 
who may be able to write letters of support.  Secretary Mance forward email 
contacts for Chairwoman of Waterfront Advisory Board and Planner Blaikie of 
Scenic Hudson.  
 
Inland Flooding & Local Waterfront Revitalization Implementation Projects 
Program – The Members had determined that the EB wasn’t eligible.   
 
Mark Ellison noted on May 31, 2025 the Repair Café had been scheduled and the 
West Park Ascension Church was not available due to a scheduled funeral that he 
would be attending.   If the location was changed to the Port Ewen church 
location, Chris Decicco volunteered to breakdown the event.   
 
Nina Nichols would store the Last Frost Fest signs.  Secretary Mance would reach 
out to determine if there were Town Seals that were able to adhere to existing 
event signs.   
 
Chris DeCicco suggested considering a name change from the Honeybee Jubilee – 
to Native Bee Jubilee which would be taking place on September 14th at Ross 
Park.   
 
CLIMATE SMART TASK FORCE – Jenna Ice, Chairwoman 
 
In Jenna’s absence, there was no new information to submit for the record.  Mark 
Ellison noted that Jenna Ice had circulated the matrix and requested whatever 
information 
 
Laura Petite stated she had been looking for locations to install a refrigerated 
food pantry which would count towards qualifying points in the Matrix.   
 
Meeting adjourned at  8:15 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 
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Lisa K. Mance, Secretary 
Dated:  May 21, 2025 


