Esopus Environmental Board Minutes
June 16, 2025

Present:

Mark Ellison Town Board Liaison Evelyn Clarke
Nina Nichols

Jo Mispel

Chris DeCicco — Chairman

Noel Russ

Jenna lce

Excused:
Nina Nichols

Also attending: Lindsay Baer

Meeting commenced with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:00 p.m. It was confirmed
that there was a quorum. The April 2025 Notes/Minutes approval was tabled.

Old Business:

Membership Status — The Environmental Board supported Member candidate
Lindsay Baer’s appointment and voted to reaffirm its support to the Town Board.
Ms. Baer would attend the June 26, 2025 Town Board meeting.

Carix Frankii — Mark Ellison was available to conduct survey Monday, Wednesday
and Friday (early morning) the week of the 23™ and Monday and Tuesday the
week of the 1%. It was agreed that Members would coordinate on July 1% to
commence survey. If the weather cooperated, Mark Ellison would confirm with
the members.

Native Bee Jubilee — A quorum being present, the Members confirmed that the
Honeybee Jubilee event was renamed the Native Bee Jubilee given that
honeybees were not necessarily endangered any longer. The upcoming event
could focus on naive flora and fauna. Mark Ellison noted that there were existing
signs that announced the event (4 large and 5 small) and they could be
refurbished or new signs would need to be ordered. Secretary noted that
LaManna may provide Town Seal stickers that could be used to modify the
existing signs. She would obtain a quote from LaManna and provide to Chairman



prior to placing an order for 40 adhesive Town Seal decals. Re-design of the
Native Bee Jubilee signs would be provided to the Town Supervisor.

Mark Ellison stated that music had been scheduled for the entire day (September
14). Secretary would confirm with Town Clerk that Ross Park was reserved for
that date as well as insurance requirements if needed. In addition to signs,
posters were needed with a full social media campaign. Lindsay Baer inquired if
there was ability to put invites to event on Facebook. Jo Mispel and Jenna Ice
agreed to create flier for school take home folders.

Hudson River Estuary Program and Funding Futures Grants — Jo Mispel provided
update stating she had attended an interview and was thereafter contacted by
the Town Supervisor regarding the Funding Futures Grant. Money is provided to
initiate community conservation and what is important environmentally. There
were monthly meetings and projects and Jo asked if anyone would like to join her
in the endeavor. Result would be known at the end of June.

Jo Mispel had attended a webinar on the Hudson River Estuary program from DEC
due in August. It was very broad in terms of what project could be applied to.
She could send an e-mail to get ideas. Jenna Ice suggested Lighthouse Park
and/or Freer Park project. The amount of money granted would depend on the
project. Targeting options to control water chestnut invasion was discussed.

There was a grant available to fund a zero waste event. Jo Mispel remarked that
it may be considered for the Native Bee festival. Chairman DeCicco stated that
soliciting compostable plates, spoons and napkins to provide for food service and
utilize a recycling/compost bin. He and Lindsay Baier offered to research with Jo
Mispel.

New Business:
Seeking Additional Grants — Chairman DeCicco would research the Hudson River

Estuary Grant and the Climate Change Resources for Local Government Grant and
would provide information via e-mail prior to the next meeting.
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Liaison Clarke informed that Alex of Kingston Creative was redesigning the Town’s
website to make it more interactive and the EB could contact him at 845-913-
8342 for input.

Climate Smart — Jenna Ice submitted her resignation as Chairperson of the
Climate Smart Committee stating that she very much wanted to still be an active
member of the Environmental Board but not in a leadership role. A Motion to
regretfully accept her resignation passed unanimously.

Noel Russ suggested reviewing the NYSERDA matrix spreadsheet and prioritize
tasks to tackle. Ten minutes would be taken at the August meeting to review.
Secretary would provide screen and projector.

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lisa K. Mance, Secretary

Dated: July 10, 2025
Approved: July 16, 2025



