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PUBLIC HEARING ON LOCAL LAWS 8-12 of 2021 
February 16, 2021 

 

Supervisor Shannon Harris 
Councilman Evelyn Clarke  
Councilman Jared Geuss 
Councilman Kathie Quick 
Councilman Chris Farrell 

 

Administrative Recorder: Holly A. Netter, Town Clerk, RMC 

THIS MEETING WAS held VIA ZOOM , TELEVISED LIVE ON CHANNEL 23 PUBLIC ACCESS and 

LIVE-STREAMED ON “TOWN OF ESOPUS” FACEBOOK PAGE FOR PUBLIC COMMENT: call (845) 

328-0483 to leave a voicemail or email outreach@esopus.com for assistance. The meeting 

was held via zoom due to predictions of an ice storm and in accordance with COVID -19 

protocol and the Governor’s Executive orders. 

***Proposed Local Laws 8-12 were introduced on February 2, 2021 and Noticed in the Daily 
Freeman on February 5, 2021. Laws have been referred to the Ulster County Planning Board, 
Town of Esopus Planning Board and neighboring municipalities. All proposed laws were 
available for review at www.esopus.com  
 
  Overview of Zoning Update – overview presentation to the Town Board and Q&A by Matt 
Rogers of Laberge Group detailing key changes and new implementations as written in 
Proposed Local Laws #8-12 of 2021. NOTE: Members of the Planning Board and Zoning Board of 
Appeals are invited to listen to the presentation. Matt Roger’s gave a Power Point presentation 
which is included in these minutes as addendum A for reference. 

 
SUPERVISOR HARRIS MADE A MOTION TO OPEN THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:05 PM Local Law 
No. 8 of 2021, entitled A LOCAL LAW OF THE TOWN OF ESOPUS, ULSTER COUNTY, NEW YORK 
REPEALING EXISTING CHAPTER 123, “TOWN OF ESOPUS ZONING LAW,” AND REPLACING WITH 
A NEW CHAPTER 123, “TOWN OF ESOPUS ZONING LAW,” OF THE ESOPUS TOWN CODE. THE 
MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN JARED GEUSS.  ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN 
FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
 

 PUBLIC COMMENT LOCAL LAW #8  
  
JANICE TALLEY- Asked for clarification relating section D and E regarding craft breweries.  She 
also commented that she agreed with the Rental Property and Signage Regulation proposals. 
 

http://www.esopus.com/
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/j9ipzv2wsw0bytb/AAAbfChCgqVMiJJ4ZMds9uyWa?dl=0
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MATT ROGERS RESPONSE: Confirmed that if the zone already allows for the use, no further 
special use permit would be required. 
 
PAUL SERES – Asked if sign size was changing in district 
 
Matt Rogers – Reviewed overall sizes but suggested he refer to the sign schedule in the code 
which shows the allowable square feet for each zone.  
 
 
SUPERVISOR HARRIS MADE A MOTION AT 7:48 PM TO HOLD OPEN AND CONTINUE THE 
PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #8 OF 2021 ON MARCH 16, 2021 AT 7 PM; AT 
THE ESOPUS TOWN HALL. THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN EVELYN CLARKE.   
ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.  
 
  

SUPERVISOR HARRIS MADE A MOTION TO OPEN THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:49 PM Local Law 
No. 9 of 2021, entitled A LOCAL LAW OF THE TOWN OF ESOPUS, ULSTER COUNTY, NEW YORK 
AMENDING CHAPTER 113, “ABANDONED VEHICLES LAW,” OF THE ESOPUS TOWN CODE. THE 
MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN CHRIS FARRELL.  ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN 
FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
 

 PUBLIC COMMENT LOCAL LAW #9 – NONE 
 
 
SUPERVISOR HARRIS MADE A MOTION AT 7:52 PM TO HOLD OPEN AND CONTINUE THE 
PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #9 OF 2021 ON MARCH 16, 2021 AT 7 PM; AT 
THE ESOPUS TOWN HALL. THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN JARED GEUSS.  ALL 
MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.  
 
 

SUPERVISOR HARRIS MADE A MOTION TO OPEN THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:52 PM Local Law 
No. 10 of 2021; entitled A LOCAL LAW OF THE TOWN OF ESOPUS, ULSTER COUNTY, NEW YORK 
REPEALING CHAPTER 96, “LAWN MAINTENANCE” AND REPLACING WITH CHAPTER 96, “PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE LAW,” OF THE ESOPUS TOWN CODE. THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY 
COUNCILMAN CHRIS FARRELL.  ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
 

 PUBLIC COMMENT LOCAL LAW #10 – NONE 
 
 
SUPERVISOR HARRIS MADE A MOTION AT 7:56 PM TO HOLD OPEN AND CONTINUE THE 
PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #10 OF 2021 ON MARCH 16, 2021 AT 7 PM, AT 
THE ESOPUS TOWN HALL. THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN EVELYN CLARKE.  
ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.  
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SUPERVISOR HARRIS MADE A MOTION TO OPEN THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:56 PM Local Law  
No. 11 of 2021, entitled A LOCAL LAW OF THE TOWN OF ESOPUS, ULSTER COUNTY, NEW YORK TO 

CREATE CHAPTER 101, “RENTAL PROPERTIES REGISTRATION,” OF THE ESOPUS TOWN CODE. THE 
MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN JARED GEUSS.  ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN 
FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 PUBLIC COMMENT LOCAL LAW #11 – NONE 
 
SUPERVISOR HARRIS MADE A MOTION AT 7:59 PM TO HOLD OPEN AND CONTINUE THE 
PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #11 OF 2021 ON MARCH 16, 2021 AT 7 PM; AT 
THE ESOPUS TOWN HALL. THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN EVELYN CLARKE.  
ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.  
 
 

SUPERVISOR HARRIS MADE A MOTION TO OPEN THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 8:00 PM Local Law 
Local Law No. 12 of 2021, entitled A LOCAL LAW OF THE TOWN OF ESOPUS, ULSTER COUNTY, NEW 

YORK TO CREATE CHAPTER 91, “NOISE CONTROL,” OF THE ESOPUS TOWN CODE. THE MOTION WAS 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN CHRIS FARRELL.  ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR. 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 

 PUBLIC COMMENT LOCAL LAW #12  
 
3 COMMENTS  
 
Alex reviewed written comments from Peter Kody and Darin Tanyol – they support local law 
#12.  Would like to have more consideration given to early morning noise, customer noise and 
general construction.  
 
Roger Bergold- letter in support from his attorney Gordon & Svenson LLP relating to the noise 
associated with ATV’s and recreational vehicles. 
 
Charles Ferri & Paul Seres in favor of the law, consider grandfathering existing businesses 
without complaints, different curfew for different areas of Town.  
 
Laura Petite – Laura was on the Zoning Committee. Said she recalls them discussing 
grandfathering existing business many who have been operating for 25-40 years, starting early 
and operating heavy equipment.  Wedding Venues – need more clarification for businesses that 
have been through the Planning Board process and/or existing business 
 
Rosemary Bloom- Agreed grandfather in business with clean records.  Would like to see 
something done about the noise from trains – Matt Roger replied; The Town cannot regulate 
noise of trains or vehicle noise properly equipped with mufflers. Not within the Town’s legal 
authority to regulate the noise of the trains.  
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Paul Seres – Thanked the Town and looks forward to getting more clarity on other issues at the 
meeting being held with local businesses.  
 
Rick Rensnyder – Retired UC Tourism Director- still interested in tourism and economic dev in 
Town.  Is concerned with the Noise Ordinance coming out of pandemic and how it will impact 
bringing people into Town. Town is trying to bring more people to town, Klyne Strawberry Fest, 
Slabsides, Headless Horseman one of the biggest attractions bringing people to the County. 
Every dollar spent in attractions translates to $8 additional revenue for the Town. Hate to see 
anything preclude new business coming into the Town. Hope it does not hurt businesses which 
are critical to the economy of the Town.  
 
Pete Carr seconded Ricks’ comments. 
 
Darin Taynol /Peter Kody - Live next to a rental property. They are subjected daily to very loud 
music and aggressive domestic disturbances.  Woken up at night, the interruptions occur even 
during the day.  They both are working from home and have to relocate within their own home 
to hold work meetings.  Police activity comes there on a regular basis, but unable to do much 
without a law in place. 
 
Concerned about bakery that is coming but reconizes it is a commercial zone; early morning, 
exhaust fans, customer seating area etc.   
 
Matt said the primary reason for the law 65 decibel level from public right of way in a 
residential area. 
 
Todd Fitzgerald – waterfront recreation area how does it affect that zone? 
Matt replied it is not zoning specific it is property use. He explained if the noise was coming 
from a public property such as Freer or Ross Park it would apply. If it is a marina in waterfront 
recreation the decibel levels does not apply. The next draft would try to address.    
 
Charles Ferri – would like to see Comp Plan for new business. He said he would hate to see it 
stop future business from wanting to come to the area allowing the ability for growth. When 
new business comes in and goes before the Planning Board, situations can be reviewed on a 
case by case basis.  Noise law will help in reviewing the applications.   
 
Cynthia McVay- Thanked everyone for their hard work and for the revisions of the Town Code.  
She asked where gun shots fell in the code. Sometimes people target practice on a Sunday 
afternoon or 10 o’clock at night.  When you hear a long flurry of gun shots, even from a very 
long distance away, it hits you at the core.   
Matt said they recognized it as an issue but dismissed firearms because it hard to regulate. If 
you hear after 9 pm at night that would still be a violation if the sound was more than 65 
decibels from the property line.  
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Linda Laestadius – Seconds Darin & Peter’s comments; she purchased a home across the street.  
She comments she is looking to relocate her business from Kingston. She also appreciates 
Charles’s comments regarding new business. She is a chef, does catering and has a café on the 
Rondout.  She would love to move all of that and the wedding industry to Port Ewen. She has 
witnessed the rowdiness during the daytime, she has not been there in the evenings.  
 
SUPERVISOR HARRIS MADE A MOTION AT 8:31 PM TO HOLD OPEN AND CONTINUE THE 
PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #12 OF 2021 ON MARCH 16, 2021 AT 7 PM; AT 
THE ESOPUS TOWN HALL. THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN KATHIE QUICK.  
ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.  
 

ALL PUBLIC HEARINGS WILL REMAIN OPEN UNTIL AT LEAST 3/16/2021 TO ENSURE AMPLE 
OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC INPUT AND FEEDBACK FROM COUNTY AND LOCAL PLANNING 
BOARDS. 
 
 
 

Respectively Submitted, 

 

 

Holly A. Netter 

Town Clerk, RMC 
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Addendum A 
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