PUBLIC HEARING ON LOCAL LAWS 8-12 of 2021
February 16, 2021

Supervisor Shannon Harris
Councilman Evelyn Clarke
Councilman Jared Geuss
Councilman Kathie Quick
Councilman Chris Farrell

Administrative Recorder: Holly A. Netter, Town Clerk, RMC

THIS MEETING WAS held VIA ZOOM, TELEVISED LIVE ON CHANNEL 23 PUBLIC ACCESS and
LIVE-STREAMED ON “TOWN OF ESOPUS” FACEBOOK PAGE FOR PUBLIC COMMENT: call (845)
328-0483 to leave a voicemail or email outreach@esopus.com for assistance. The meeting
was held via zoom due to predictions of an ice storm and in accordance with COVID -19
protocol and the Governor’s Executive orders.

***Proposed Local Laws 8-12 were introduced on February 2, 2021 and Noticed in the Daily
Freeman on February 5, 2021. Laws have been referred to the Ulster County Planning Board,
Town of Esopus Planning Board and neighboring municipalities. All proposed laws were
available for review at www.esopus.com

Overview of Zoning Update — overview presentation to the Town Board and Q&A by Matt
Rogers of Laberge Group detailing key changes and new implementations as written in
Proposed Local Laws #8-12 of 2021. NOTE: Members of the Planning Board and Zoning Board of
Appeals are invited to listen to the presentation. Matt Roger’s gave a Power Point presentation
which is included in these minutes as addendum A for reference.

SUPERVISOR HARRIS MADE A MOTION TO OPEN THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:05 PM Local Law
No. 8 of 2021, entitled A LOCAL LAW OF THE TOWN OF ESOPUS, ULSTER COUNTY, NEW YORK
REPEALING EXISTING CHAPTER 123, “TOWN OF ESOPUS ZONING LAW,” AND REPLACING WITH
A NEW CHAPTER 123, “TOWN OF ESOPUS ZONING LAW,” OF THE ESOPUS TOWN CODE. THE
MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN JARED GEUSS. ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN
FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

PUBLIC COMMENT LOCAL LAW #8

JANICE TALLEY- Asked for clarification relating section D and E regarding craft breweries. She
also commented that she agreed with the Rental Property and Signage Regulation proposals.


http://www.esopus.com/
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/j9ipzv2wsw0bytb/AAAbfChCgqVMiJJ4ZMds9uyWa?dl=0

MATT ROGERS RESPONSE: Confirmed that if the zone already allows for the use, no further
special use permit would be required.

PAUL SERES — Asked if sign size was changing in district

Matt Rogers — Reviewed overall sizes but suggested he refer to the sign schedule in the code
which shows the allowable square feet for each zone.

SUPERVISOR HARRIS MADE A MOTION AT 7:48 PM TO HOLD OPEN AND CONTINUE THE
PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #8 OF 2021 ON MARCH 16, 2021 AT 7 PM; AT
THE ESOPUS TOWN HALL. THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN EVELYN CLARKE.
ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

SUPERVISOR HARRIS MADE A MOTION TO OPEN THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:49 PM Local Law
No. 9 of 2021, entitled A LOCAL LAW OF THE TOWN OF ESOPUS, ULSTER COUNTY, NEW YORK
AMENDING CHAPTER 113, “ABANDONED VEHICLES LAW,” OF THE ESOPUS TOWN CODE. THE
MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN CHRIS FARRELL. ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN
FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

PUBLIC COMMENT LOCAL LAW #9 — NONE

SUPERVISOR HARRIS MADE A MOTION AT 7:52 PM TO HOLD OPEN AND CONTINUE THE
PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #9 OF 2021 ON MARCH 16, 2021 AT 7 PM; AT
THE ESOPUS TOWN HALL. THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN JARED GEUSS. ALL
MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

SUPERVISOR HARRIS MADE A MOTION TO OPEN THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:52 PM Local Law
No. 10 of 2021; entitled A LOCAL LAW OF THE TOWN OF ESOPUS, ULSTER COUNTY, NEW YORK
REPEALING CHAPTER 96, “LAWN MAINTENANCE” AND REPLACING WITH CHAPTER 96, “PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE LAW,” OF THE ESOPUS TOWN CODE. THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY
COUNCILMAN CHRIS FARRELL. ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

PUBLIC COMMENT LOCAL LAW #10 - NONE

SUPERVISOR HARRIS MADE A MOTION AT 7:56 PM TO HOLD OPEN AND CONTINUE THE
PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #10 OF 2021 ON MARCH 16, 2021 AT 7 PM, AT
THE ESOPUS TOWN HALL. THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN EVELYN CLARKE.
ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.



SUPERVISOR HARRIS MADE A MOTION TO OPEN THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:56 PM Local Law
No. 11 of 2021, entitled A LOCAL LAW OF THE TOWN OF ESOPUS, ULSTER COUNTY, NEW YORK TO
CREATE CHAPTER 101, “RENTAL PROPERTIES REGISTRATION,” OF THE ESOPUS TOWN CODE. THE
MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN JARED GEUSS. ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN
FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

PUBLIC COMMENT LOCAL LAW #11 - NONE

SUPERVISOR HARRIS MADE A MOTION AT 7:59 PM TO HOLD OPEN AND CONTINUE THE
PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #11 OF 2021 ON MARCH 16, 2021 AT 7 PM; AT
THE ESOPUS TOWN HALL. THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN EVELYN CLARKE.
ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

SUPERVISOR HARRIS MADE A MOTION TO OPEN THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 8:00 PM Local Law
Local Law No. 12 of 2021, entitled A LOCAL LAW OF THE TOWN OF ESOPUS, ULSTER COUNTY, NEW
YORK TO CREATE CHAPTER 91, “NOISE CONTROL,” OF THE ESOPUS TOWN CODE. THE MOTION WAS
SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN CHRIS FARRELL. ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR.
MOTION CARRIED.

PUBLIC COMMENT LOCAL LAW #12
3 COMMENTS

Alex reviewed written comments from Peter Kody and Darin Tanyol — they support local law
#12. Would like to have more consideration given to early morning noise, customer noise and
general construction.

Roger Bergold- letter in support from his attorney Gordon & Svenson LLP relating to the noise
associated with ATV’s and recreational vehicles.

Charles Ferri & Paul Seres in favor of the law, consider grandfathering existing businesses
without complaints, different curfew for different areas of Town.

Laura Petite — Laura was on the Zoning Committee. Said she recalls them discussing
grandfathering existing business many who have been operating for 25-40 years, starting early
and operating heavy equipment. Wedding Venues — need more clarification for businesses that
have been through the Planning Board process and/or existing business

Rosemary Bloom- Agreed grandfather in business with clean records. Would like to see
something done about the noise from trains — Matt Roger replied; The Town cannot regulate
noise of trains or vehicle noise properly equipped with mufflers. Not within the Town’s legal
authority to regulate the noise of the trains.



Paul Seres — Thanked the Town and looks forward to getting more clarity on other issues at the
meeting being held with local businesses.

Rick Rensnyder — Retired UC Tourism Director- still interested in tourism and economic dev in
Town. Is concerned with the Noise Ordinance coming out of pandemic and how it will impact
bringing people into Town. Town is trying to bring more people to town, Klyne Strawberry Fest,
Slabsides, Headless Horseman one of the biggest attractions bringing people to the County.
Every dollar spent in attractions translates to S8 additional revenue for the Town. Hate to see
anything preclude new business coming into the Town. Hope it does not hurt businesses which
are critical to the economy of the Town.

Pete Carr seconded Ricks’ comments.

Darin Taynol /Peter Kody - Live next to a rental property. They are subjected daily to very loud
music and aggressive domestic disturbances. Woken up at night, the interruptions occur even
during the day. They both are working from home and have to relocate within their own home
to hold work meetings. Police activity comes there on a regular basis, but unable to do much
without a law in place.

Concerned about bakery that is coming but reconizes it is a commercial zone; early morning,
exhaust fans, customer seating area etc.

Matt said the primary reason for the law 65 decibel level from public right of way in a
residential area.

Todd Fitzgerald — waterfront recreation area how does it affect that zone?

Matt replied it is not zoning specific it is property use. He explained if the noise was coming
from a public property such as Freer or Ross Park it would apply. If it is a marina in waterfront
recreation the decibel levels does not apply. The next draft would try to address.

Charles Ferri — would like to see Comp Plan for new business. He said he would hate to see it
stop future business from wanting to come to the area allowing the ability for growth. When
new business comes in and goes before the Planning Board, situations can be reviewed on a

case by case basis. Noise law will help in reviewing the applications.

Cynthia McVay- Thanked everyone for their hard work and for the revisions of the Town Code.
She asked where gun shots fell in the code. Sometimes people target practice on a Sunday
afternoon or 10 o’clock at night. When you hear a long flurry of gun shots, even from a very
long distance away, it hits you at the core.

Matt said they recognized it as an issue but dismissed firearms because it hard to regulate. If
you hear after 9 pm at night that would still be a violation if the sound was more than 65
decibels from the property line.



Linda Laestadius — Seconds Darin & Peter’s comments; she purchased a home across the street.
She comments she is looking to relocate her business from Kingston. She also appreciates
Charles’s comments regarding new business. She is a chef, does catering and has a café on the
Rondout. She would love to move all of that and the wedding industry to Port Ewen. She has
witnessed the rowdiness during the daytime, she has not been there in the evenings.

SUPERVISOR HARRIS MADE A MOTION AT 8:31 PM TO HOLD OPEN AND CONTINUE THE
PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #12 OF 2021 ON MARCH 16, 2021 AT 7 PM; AT
THE ESOPUS TOWN HALL. THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN KATHIE QUICK.
ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

ALL PUBLIC HEARINGS WILL REMAIN OPEN UNTIL AT LEAST 3/16/2021 TO ENSURE AMPLE
OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC INPUT AND FEEDBACK FROM COUNTY AND LOCAL PLANNING
BOARDS.

Respectively Submitted,

Holly A. Netter
Town Clerk, RMC



Addendum A

Town of Esopus

Public Hearings on Proposed Local Laws

Tuesday February 16", 2021

Laberge
Hudson River = 4 Group
Valley Greenway :

Introductions
Town of Esopus Zoning Task Force
Chairman Jared Geuss, Town Councilman
Shannon Harris, Supervisor
Jim Banks-Zoning Board of Appeals Don Carragher-Environmental Board {Former)
John Cutrone-Economic Development Committee Darin DeKoskie/Mark Anderson-Planning Board
Diane Hull-Hamlet Representative Mark Jaffee, Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer
Laura Petit-Ulster County Legislator Salvatore Maorello-Asst. Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer
Kathie Quick-Councilwoman George Post-Water & Sewer Board Representative
Susan Barbarisi-Environmental Board (Former) Mercedes Ross-Waterfront Advisory Board (Former)
Robert Wells-Recreation Board
Laberge Group
Matthew Rogers- Senior Planner
Joshua Westfall, AICP- Planner L?‘??'ﬂa{Gme




Comprehensive Plan

* July 9, 2019: The Town Board adopted the
Town of Esopus Comprehensive Plan
2019.

* NYS Law requires community’s to update
their zoning to be in conformance with
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Comprehensive Plan Key Objectives

* Increase economic development and tourism which
celebrates our natural and historic resources.

* Support business development to strengthen the tax
base and meet community needs.

* Preserve and maintain important and sensitive open
space, natural habitats and vegetation.

* Maintain and increase access to quality housing and
ensure neighborhood stability.

Laberge
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Comprehensive Plan Key Objectives

« Improve the condition and appearance of commercial
areas.

* Encourage preservation/diversification of agricultural
activities.

* Encouraging medium to high density residential and
mixed-uses in Hamlets served by water/sewer.

* Establishing new Zoning Districts as necessary to
implement the Comprehensive Plan.

Laberge
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Recently Adopted Local Laws

* Recent Local Laws have addressed time-sensitive issues
identified in the Comprehensive Plan and related planning

processes:
* Aesthetic & community character improvements:
* Prohibiting Junkyards
* Removal of unauthorized bus shelters
* Increased fines for illegal dumping
* Enhanced enforcement process

* Mixed-Use Floating Zone to facilitate targeted incremental
higher density residential/commercial development

Laberge
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Zoning Task Force (ZTF) Process

*12 ZTF Meetings open to the public

*20+/- Subcommittee meetings

*Two Interactive Hamlet Meetings:
*Feb. 19, 2020 Esopus Firehouse
*Feb. 25, 2020 Town Hall

Guiding Principles for the Update Process

IIIIIIIIII
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« Balance economic development with the protection of
community character and preservation of the environment.

* Establish a more user-friendly approach for both the public
and Town.

* Streamlined process: Change of permitted uses to facilitate
repurposing of vacant storefronts.

*Increase predictability and transparency of the review
process.

Laberge
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Proposed LL No. 8 of 2021
Chapter 123 Update

* Proposed Rondout Gateway District

* Replaces existing General Commercial
(auto-oriented) District.

* Extends hamlet-scaled development
patterns and walkability north of Horton
Lane.

* Promotes a mix of residential, hospitality,
commercial, office, and recreational
uses.

7,500 SF per unit (12,500 SF currently)
with municipal water/sewer.

Protects northern gateway.

Design standards/guidelines being
prepared as part of the LWRP Update

Proposed LL No. 8 of 2021
Chapter 123 Update

* Proposed Rondout Gateway District

* Replaces existing General Commercial
(auto-oriented) District.

* Extends hamlet-scaled development
patterns and walkability north of Horton
Lane. -

* Promotes a mix of residential, hospitality, ji€
commercial, office, and recreational >
uses.

* 7,500 SF per unit (12,500 SF currently)
with municipal water/sewer.

* Protects northern gateway.

* Design standards/guidelines being
prepared as part of the LWRP Update
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Proposed LL No. 8 of 2021
Chapter 123 Update

* Proposed General Commercial-2
* Replaces existing General
Commercial in the Town’s Rural
Hamlets.
* Continues to allow Commercial
Uses.
* Smaller footprints to preserve
and enhance rural character and
desired forms of development.

\ Esopus‘: B
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Proposed LL No. 8 of 2021

Chapter 123 Update
* Expanded Neighborhood

Commercial in Connelly
* Current NC splits parcels.
* Provides more opportunities for
mixed-uses and small-scale
retail.
* Residential density to remain
unchanged.
* To facilitate overall
improvements to the Hamlet.

Laberge
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Proposed LL No. 8 of 2021

Chapter 123 Update
* Expanded Neighborhood

Commercial in Connelly

* Current NC splits parcels

* Provides more opportunities for
mixed-uses and small-scale
retail.

* Residential density to remain
unchanged.

* To facilitate overall
improvements to the Hamlet.

Proposed LL No. 8 of 2021 /1 1% §
12

Chapter 123 Update s PE o\

* Expanded Neighborhood

Commercial in Connelly

* Current NC splits parcels.

* Provides more opportunities for
mixed-uses and small-scale
retail.

* Residential density to remain
unchanged.

* To facilitate overall
improvements to the Hamlet.
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Proposed LL No. 8 of 2021

Chapter 123 Update
* Full revision to the Schedule of

JIRNING

Permitted Uses (Use Table)

* To reflect current conditions and
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evolving types of uses.
* Added and removed uses.

* Modified approval processes

(i.e., By right, Site Plan, SUP)

* Reformatted/reorganized to

improve legibility.
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Proposed LL No. 8 of 2021
Chapter 123 Update

* Accessory Dwelling Units

* Increases housing options.

* Expands on the types allowed:
* Interior
* Attached
* Detached

* Limited to one-family dwellings.

* No more than one permitted per
lot.

* Cannot be subdivided.

* Overall design/materials to be
consistent with primary dwelling

14
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Proposed LL No. 8 of 2021
Chapter 123 Update
* Short-Term Rentals
* Allows the use of certain
residential units for
temporary/short-term rental
purposes.
* Supplements property owner
income.
* Promotes local tourism economy.
* Protections against community
character/neighborhood impacts

Loherge.‘ -
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Proposed LL No. 8 of 2021
Chapter 123 Update

* Short-Term Rentals
* Annual operating permit.
* Owner and non-owner occupied.
* Non-owner requires site plan
approval.

* Host required for non-owner within =
15-mile driving range.

* 2 guests per bedroom.

* All parking must be off-street.

* No new parking areas
permitted.

Laberge
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Proposed LL No. 8 of 2021 ——
Chapter 123 Update ﬂjmm§
* Sign Regulations

* The community is not well
served by unlimited numbers
and sizes of signs.

* Regulates & seeks to increase
consistency of sign size,
location, lighting and types.

* Crafted requirements around
good local examples.

Proposed LL No. 8 of 2021 -
Chapter 123 Update =

* Preferred Materials:

* Encouraging the use of natural
and/or durable composite
materials resembling
carved/engraved wood or
otherwise replicates a wooden
sign.

* Promoting consistent look and
feel throughout the Town,
incorporating landscaping and
historic elements and material.

Laberge
3 -‘,Gr-:up
<

16



Proposed LL No. 8 of 2021
Chapter 123 Update
* Digital Signs
* Single color on black
background
* No blinking, flashing,
dissolving, fading, or moving
light, videos, animation,
and/or scrolling messages
* Unless open 24-hrs. shall not
be on between 11 pm and 6
am.

Proposed LL No. 8 of 2021
Chapter 123 Update

* llluminated Signs
* External lighting preferred

* Internally llluminated:

* Not permitted in RF-1, -2, R-40,
R-12, NC, GC-2.

* Entire face of sign shall not be
illuminated.

* Shall use dark, non-opaque
materials as background with
punch-thru copy so that only
the copy is illuminated
(reduces light pollution). "”herz’af Group
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Proposed LL No. 8 of 2021
Chapter 123 Update |
* Additional Updates

* Renewable Energy Systems
* Electric vehicle charging stations
* Small-scale Wind and Solar
* Large-scale Solar in R-40 and HI
» Streamlined approval process for small-scale solar (unified
solar permit process)

* Revised non-conforming use and building regulations.

* Revised method for calculating density (removal of
constrained land).

* New and revised definitions.

* Revised Craft and Farm Brewery regulations to
promote them.

* New telecommunication tower regulations. Laberge
- * New step slope regulations. | Qafgmf’p
Proposed LL No. 9 of 2021 B
Chapter 113 Abandoned Vehicle Law p==g

* Clarifies what constitutes abandoned,
junk, discarded and unlicensed vehicles.

* Recognizes situations where such
vehicles may be stored.

* Clarifies ability to store and work on
unlicensed motor vehicles.

* Indoors or completely screened.

* Exemptions for use on active farms
within Agricultural District.

Loberge
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Proposed LL No. 10 of 2021
Chapter 96 Property Maintenance Law

* Replaces Lawn Maintenance Law.

* Intended to help maintain/clean up properties
that are negatively impacting community
character.

* Restricts storage of junk, trash, litter, and other
materials in any yard or vacant lot.

* Prohibits the storage of abandoned, wrecked
or unregistered boats and other watercraft.

* Use of abandoned mobile homes, truck
trailers, tank trucks or similar vehicles as
storage is restricted.

* Exemptions for active farm operations within
‘Agricultural District.

Proposed LL No. 11 of 2021
Chapter 101 Rental Properties Registration

» Structures housing 5 or more residential
units required to register with the
Building Dept.

* Intended to improve the health and
safety for residents of multi-family
structures.

* Assist the Town and emergency services
— records on the number of units and
tenants and updated contact
information for tenants and building
owners/managers.

* Improves process for resolving
violations.

Loberge
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Proposed LL No. 12 of 2021
Chapter 91 Noise Control

* Revisions will be necessary based on public

input to date.

* Purpose: To preserve, protect, and promote the
public health, safety, welfare, peace, and quiet of
Town residents.

* Seeks to establish basic and enforceable restrictions
on the level of sound during evening hours (65 dBA).

* Evening hour restrictions on industrial or domestic
tools, machinery and equipment.

* Addresses automobiles and recreational vehicles.

* Non-residential uses — Amendments have been
requested to clarify what constitutes an impact and
how to address pre-existing uses.

Laberge
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