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TOWN OF ESOPUS 
TOWN BOARD MEETING 

January 15, 2026, 7:00 PM 
 

A regularly scheduled Town Board Meeting was held in person on January 15, 2026, at  
1 Town Hall Way, Ulster Park. The following persons in attendance: 
 
Present:    Supervisor Roscoe Pecora 
     Councilman Evelyn Clarke     
     Councilman Jared Geuss 

Councilman Paul Brooks 
     Councilman Stephanie Yeh 
      
Recording Administrator: Holly Netter, Town Clerk, RMC 

 

4 WAYS TO GIVE PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 

1.) In-Person – Attend the Workshop 
2.) Phone in: Leave a voicemail on 845 331 0676 before the meeting 
3.) EMAIL – assistant@esopus.com with the subject line “Public Comment” 
4.).   MAIL – mail written comments to: 
        Town of Esopus, P.O. Box 700 
        Port Ewen, NY 12466 

 
Supervisor Pecora called the meeting to order at 7 pm. 
 
Pledge to the flag 
 
Public Comment  
 
MC Edwards Sleightsburgh shared her comment on the winter gate closure at 
Sleightsburgh Park. Full public comment is on file with the Supervisor's office. Concerns 
include the lack of a clear, consistent plan for the care and management of this park—one 
grounded in best practices and the long-term interests of the broader community and 
environment.  The park’s gate is closed while the park itself remains open to the public. 
Given that our winters are getting shorter, this closure is relatively brief—perhaps three 
months. During that time, visitors can still park at the entrance and walk in. When 
conditions allow, the snow-covered access road becomes an excellent route for cross-
country skiing and snowshoeing, offering a quiet, seasonal use of the park. From a Google 
search, she found that other agencies support winter road closures.  
 

mailto:assistant@esopus.com
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Chris Marta, Parsell St, Sleightsburgh, recalled that until 2021, the gate was closed from 
December to April 1 (keys were available to sportsmen).  This past fall, he asked the board 
to ensure a porta-potty was there. If you consider extending hours, ensure the park is safe 
and accessible, and that laws and regulations are enforced. Park and walk to where you 
need to go. In the past, he took it upon himself to monitor people entering and exiting the 
park, and found the times were outside the 6 am -9 pm timeframe. If the park is to be 
treated differently from other parks, resources need to be in place to monitor it. 
 
Joanne Mead, Esopus Avenue – asked when the database was being restored?  On Friday, 
she called Gabe at the NYS Comptroller regarding this matter and the Dyno Nobel matter, 
and she said that hopefully they will come down.   
 
Diane Dintruff, Minturn St. There are kayakers who have wetsuits and like to launch from 
the spit for the Sinterklaas parade, evening sunsets, and the 4th of July for the fireworks. 
She asked for consideration of allowing the extended hours for kayakers.   
 
Trish Lewis, Parsell St, Sleightsburgh Park is a beautiful park.  In the winter, there are no 
sight lines into the road; no one can see what is “going on” at the boat launch. She strongly 
believes the gate should be closed in the winter. Getting EMS there when it is closed for 
winter is also a concern. 
 
Perry Gallo, North Broadway, likes the park closed this time of the year. Thinks it should 
be like all parks, dawn to dusk, “let kayakers go out somewhere else”; only a problem if 
they flip over. No lights at the launch. No hunting should be allowed; it should be a wildlife 
preserve. People throw trash out of their windows. The gate should be programmed to align 
with sunrise and sunset. 
 
Sharron Jones N Broadway, (also speaking on behalf of Jay and Susan Van Vliet, 
Emerson St.). They have been dealing with these issues for years. Meetings with the 
Waterfront Advisory Board, Scenic Hudson, Mediators, etc.  There is no hunting or trapping 
on town property; shots are heard off-season, and you can't jack a deer. Garbage is being 
dumped; it could be a great park. Signs are up, but no one follows the rules.  The turtle path 
gets destroyed, and she is concerned about the children's safety. She asks the board to set 
rules that remain in place.  There are many children down there; consideration is needed. 
 
Lorraine Karabec, Hudson Lane - Congratulations to new board members Yeh, Brooks, 
and Supervisor Pecora.   
 
Steve Lewis Parsell St.  Concerned and questioned the article in the Daily News regarding 
what he described as a scrub of data on the computers. He wonders if any of the elected 
officials were aware that it happened.   
 
Councilman Geuss asked, "What are you looking for?"    
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Steve Lewis said he is trying to determine whether anyone was aware that the computers 
were reset and the data was destroyed. Councilman Geuss said he was not computer-
savvy, but he has all his emails. Town Clerk Holly Netter said when the Supervisors' Office 
came in on Monday, January 5th, they had no phone access, and that is when we first 
heard of it. Councilman Evelyn Clarke was unaware of it. Town Clerk Netter said 
information with contact information was left for the Supervisor with the keys for him to 
call up and set an appointment for IT because we knew they wanted the message to be 
changed, and they were to reach out to the IT company to set that up.   
 
The Supervisors' office attempted to make a call, but there was no connection. When it 
was rebuilt, they assigned a new number, which also did not work, so we reached out 
directly to our representative, Jimmy Knowles, at National, and ensured it was corrected. 
Town Clerk Netter said they couldn’t function without a phone.    
 
Steve Lewis asked about the “scrubbing of the data.” Town Clerk Netter said she had no 
information on it. Supervisor Pecora said his Senior Advisor, Chris Marta, was handling a 
number of topics with National right now.  
 
Councilman Geuss asked what exactly is missing?  
 
Chris Marta was tasked with investigating what transpired, how it occurred, and the 
sequence of events.  He has had two conversations with National. As of today, no 
information has been scrubbed, deleted, or is permanently unavailable.  There was a 
process in which former elected officials backed up their data to an external hard drive, 
and that information is accessible. Chris requested copies of the work orders and staff 
communications to compile a timeline of the sequence of events and ensure the Board 
can understand how and why it happened. He will come to the board with a packet on what 
happened. Perhaps a Local Law should be drafted to govern the transition, safeguarding, 
and transfer of information. As of his conversation today with National, no information has 
been lost.  
 
A discussion spun off: 
  
Councilman Geuss confirmed Chris’s title as Senior Advisor to Roscoe Pecora 
Are you a town employee? Chris: Volunteer 
 
Councilman Jared Guess asked how we authorize him to access potentially private citizen 
data if he is not a town employee. Where does he get the authorization?  
 
Where is the authorization for a non-employee to obtain information that may potentially 
leak the private data of citizens?  Since we do not know what we will find.  
 
Chris Marta replied that he was reviewing the process; National does not have to divulge  
the nature of the data. Chris gave them an example of how National can describe the folder 
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from an employee who was transferred to an external drive. Chris said he was tasked with 
determining the sequence of events so he could report it back to you. Then, as a board, you 
can assemble a team to work on the next steps.  
 
Councilman Geuss again questioned how Chris will be involved in town information when 
he is not an employee.   Councilman Geuss said it is just unusual.  Typically, the person 
collects the data and then consults an advisor to discuss it, rather than having someone 
else conduct the research.  Councilman Geuss said, "If I have a person going to the town 
offices and departments asking for information, how does he have the authorization to 
gather the information if the person is not an employee?"  
 
Town Clerk Netter received a call and an email (also sent to the Supervisor and 
Confidential Assistant) from Jimmy Knowles at National, expressing concern about a call 
they received from Chris for help/support. National has a meeting with Roscoe on Tuesday 
and advised that, until they receive written authorization from the board, they cannot 
disclose information to a public person. Understandably so, as a safeguard for the town.   
 
Supervisor Roscoe Pecora said Chris is a volunteer working in his administration, doing 
research, and he can take it from there.  
 
More information to come on the topic.  
 
Perry Gallo made a second public comment, asking why Jared Geuss was seated with the 
Board when his term was up in 2025; you were not voted in.  Councilman Geuss responded 
that he was appointed by the board on 12/18/25, after resigning from his position, which 
was set to end 12/31/25. He was then appointed to fill the position created by Laura 
Robinson's resignation, which was submitted prior to that meeting and took effect at 5 pm 
on 12/18/25. The appointment was made by the remaining members of the board, 
Supervisor Freer, Councilman Evelyn Clarke, and Councilman Kathie Quick.  
 
Public comment was closed by Supervisor Pecora.  
 
Supervisor’s Office Accomplishments 
 
The work on the Control Panel at the Water Treatment plant, which was part of the 
Water/Sewer improvements, was completed in 2025. The previously secured $36,789 
grant is now available to the Town, as the work has been completed. Supervisor Pecora 
signed the necessary paperwork to release the funds to the town.   
      
Supervisor Pecora said they are moving forward on park improvements, including new 
bathrooms at Freer Park and two new pavilions at Freer and Lighthouse, which were 
donated by the Bruderhof during Shannon Harris’s administration. Two pavilions are still 
stored at the Highway Department, awaiting installation at Lighthouse Park and Freer Park. 
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The first was erected at Reiker Park.  The cost of installation will be reviewed with Highway 
and Building & Grounds to determine what work can be done in-house to keep costs down.  
 
Updates 
Grants on our radar: Hudson River Greenway Conservancy Trail Grant, due January 
30th for park improvements.   There is a DOS Local Efficiency Grant for water/sewer 
infrastructure, due February 4. However, after a discussion with Tighe & Bond, it may be 
beneficial to skip this and wait for others that may become available later in the spring. 
 
Spectrum contract renewal: The Spectrum contract is under review.  Will update more 
when information is available.  
 
Cash audits. Last week, the supervisor’s annual audit was completed. The departments 
impacted by cash audit are the Town Clerk, Justice Department, Tax Collector, 
Water/Sewer, and Transfer Station. Next week, the Board will receive a letter from the 
Town CPA certifying the results and completion of audits.  
 
Supervisor Pecora held initial meetings with the following departments: Bookkeeper, 
Building Dept, Buildings & Grounds, Transfer Station, and Water/Sewer.  
 
Yesterday, Supervisor Pecora toured the solar area at the transfer station with Dan Vedder.  
A few issues needed to be addressed. There was a methane torch that needed to be 
replaced.  There are a few vents in question, but Dan Vedder can’t seem to find anything 
wrong.  Dan has one torch in reserve. The town is responsible for torches and vents, and 
mowing is the responsibility of the solar company that leases the land. If damage occurs to 
our solar field during maintenance mowing, Supervisor Pecora would like to be able to go 
back to the leasing company to recover the repair costs.    
 
Councilman Geuss gave an overview. BQ Energy is leasing four acres of land from the town 
and has erected a solar field to sell/lease energy.  BQ received funding from Clean Capital 
to secure their loans, and the DEC needed to conduct a final inspection. Councilman 
Geuss said minor issues were found and corrected to the best of his knowledge. The next 
step is getting DEC to sign off so Clean Capital funding can proceed.  
 
Supervisor Pecora attended a Hudson 7 meeting at the Poughkeepsie water treatment 
plant adjacent to Marist College.  
 
ADVERTISEMENT FOR A SPECIAL PROSECUTOR. 
 
Our current Prosecutor would like to leave on January 31, 2026, but will remain available to 
assist as needed until the end of February. Judge Barnett will draft the advertisement; 
interviews will be conducted; and the Board will need to appoint a new special prosecutor 
to handle local traffic tickets.  
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Supervisor Pecora will continue further meetings with various departments and review 
priorities with Town Board liaisons.  He would like to meet with department heads in a joint 
collaborative meeting 1-2 times a year.  
 
Board Liaison Updates 
 
Councilman Paul Brooks: 
Building Department – Paul shared the 2026 activity report, which he thought may be 
helpful. There is an opening for the vacant secretarial position created by Cheryl Dorney's 
resignation in October 2025.   
 
Planning Board – met with part of the planning board to look at some zoning issues; more 
discussion is needed.  
 
Councilman Brooks has been following the work with the DEC on Plantasie Creek to 
determine our current status on the additional sediment sampling.  Information should be 
available in the spring. The DEC will come up with a reasonable solution to deal with the 
issues they discover as a result of the sampling 
 
Looking into Open Meeting Law training and Freedom of Information. The Committee on 
Open Government has agreed to offer local training in Esopus on Open Meeting Law and 
FOIL.  
 
Desperate to succeed at live streaming. In jest, he said he was making “piecemeal 
progress”, videotaping the meeting, and trying to get it put up on the Facebook Page or 
website. His goal is to live-stream meetings so the public can watch them from home.  
 
Councilman Brooks will travel to Corning, New York, to attend the NYS Association of 
Towns' 2.5-day training school for newly elected officials.   
 
Councilman Brooks is dealing with a gentleman regarding the public access channel. He is 
looking to see what options the town has for addressing that on the front; we are unsure of 
our capability, as we do not currently have the necessary equipment.  
 
Councilman Evelyne Clarke 
Environmental Board- still organizing for this year. 
  
Councilman Jared Geuss: 
Water/Sewer – Exploring a shared service with Kingston to provide new electrical service to 
the new water tank; many people are unaware that the new tank exists. If the shared 
services concept with Kingston does not work out, we will need to contract the work out.    
The has brought to Salem Loop will start as soon as we have a thaw. We need to finalize a 
few easements. Councilman Geuss has spoken with Victoria Poledoro, the attorney 
handling this matter, and we should be able to finalize those.  
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A question was raised regarding a $100,000 payment due from Lakeshore. Fifty-five 
thousand dollars was received under the Lakeshore agreement to pay the lawyer fees 
incurred while we were developing the negotiation for the Lakeshore district.  The $100,000 
is a capital contribution payment that the department can use to mitigate increased 
demand for the sewer collection system and ultimately reduce existing inflow and 
infiltration.  The original timeline was impacted by the horrific fire at the Lakeshore 
Apartments, and an extension was given.   Councilman Geuss understands the site plan is 
being finalized with Brinnier & Larios.   
 
No one is satisfied with the pavement on 9W resulting from the pipe work performed by 
Green Meadows Construction. As soon as spring arrives, they will address it and have it 
rectified.  
 
Highway – Roscoe is seeking a 5- to 10-year plan, so Mike Cafaldo is putting together a list. 
The building is deteriorating and will need to be addressed, as well as the generator.  
Estimates will be collected so we have the information available should funding arise.  
Replacement of the generator is estimated to be $30,000.  
 
When Superintendent Cafaldo provides the board with a list of roads he would like to pave, 
the information will be shared with Water Superintendent Nick Butler to ensure those 
roads are not paved and then dug up to lay pipe. Emergencies are inevitable, but we are 
planning accordingly.  
 
Roscoe has also met with the Mayor of Kingston to improve communication and 
intermunicipal partnership.   
 
Councilman Stephanie Yeh:  
Meeting with the assessor tomorrow morning. 
 
Bookkeeper - busy time of the year, making payroll adjustments that were approved at the 
organizational meeting, closing out 2025, and preparing W-2s  for the employees.  Initial 
meeting at the end of the month.  
 
Tax Collector – busy time of year. They have collected 1.9 million as of this week.   Bernice 
and Trish have been very helpful with the transition, and things are running smoothly.  
 
Town Clerk Netter – It’s been busy prepping 4 accounts for the audit.  I handle the transfer 
station, town clerk, water/sewer, and DECAL reconciliation and prep for the annual audit.  
In addition, completing the December meeting minutes, drafting the 2026 Organizational 
meeting, and preparing for this meeting.   
 
Supervisor Pecora, Councilman Stephanie Yeh, and Councilman Paul Brooks are attending 
the Association of Towns Training in New York City.   
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RESOLUTION 
 TO AMEND MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 

HUDSON RIVER DRINKING WATER INTERMUNICIPAL COUNCIL 
 (HUDSON 7) 

 
This Amendment to the Memorandum of Agreement dated May 31, 2018, is entered into as 
of this 15 day of January, 2026, by and between the following undersigned 
participants (hereinafter referred to as “Party”, or collectively, as “Parties”): 
 
Dutchess County, 22 Market Street, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 
Ulster County , 244 Fair Street, Kingston, NY 12401 
Town of Esopus, 284 Broadway, Ulster Park, NY 12487 
Town of Hyde Park, 4383 Albany Post Road, Hyde Park, NY 12538 
Town of Lloyd, 112 Church Street, Highland, NY 12528 
Town of Poughkeepsie, 1 Overocker Road, Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 
City of Poughkeepsie, 62 Civic Center Plaza, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 
Village of Rhinebeck, 76 East Market Street, Rhinebeck, NY 12572 
Town of Rhinebeck, 80 East Market Street, Rhinebeck, NY 12572 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Esopus, Town of Hyde Park, Town of Lloyd, Town of 
Poughkeepsie, City of Poughkeepsie, Village of Rhinebeck and Town of Rhinebeck, entered 
into the Memorandum of Agreement, dated May 31, 2018, establishing the Hudson River 
Drinking Water Intermunicipal Council (the “Council” or “Hudson 7”) for the purpose of 
maintaining and enhancing water quality of the Hudson River and its tributaries for those 
municipalities which use the Hudson as a source for drinking water; and 
 
WHEREAS, Dutchess County and Ulster County have formally joined the Hudson 7 as 
voting members by entering into the Memorandum of Agreement Amendment #1 (Revised 
November 2022), dated February 7, 2023; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Parties wish to continue to explore ways to protect, conserve, improve, 
and enhance the water quality in the Hudson River Estuary and its tributaries in this source 
watershed; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Hudson 7 is entering a more intensive implementation phase of its 
Drinking Water Source Protection Program (DWSP2) and other key initiatives, requiring 
increased staffing, coordination, and advocacy; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Parties have agreed to commit to appropriating and allocating funds 
annually to the Hudson 7, in the amounts as indicated below, in order to provide financial 
assistance to the Hudson 7: 
 
● The County of Dutchess shall contribute $25,000 annually. 
● The County of Ulster shall contribute $25,000 annually. 
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● City of Poughkeepsie shall contribute $5,000 annually. 
● Town of Poughkeepsie shall contribute $5,000 annually. 
● Town of Hyde Park shall contribute $5,000 annually. 
● Town of Rhinebeck shall contribute $2,500 annually. 
● Village of Rhinebeck shall contribute $2,500 annually. 
● Town of Lloyd shall contribute $2,500 annually. 
● Town of Esopus shall contribute $2,500 annually. 
 
WHEREAS, according to Section XI of the Hudson 7 Bylaws regarding Dissolution: “The 
Council may be dissolved by two-thirds vote of all the Council Voting Members. All assets 
of a tangible nature such as office equipment and physical and real property conditionally 
provided to the Council by any Voting Members such as a county, town, city or village shall 
revert back to such Voting Member upon such dissolution unless otherwise required by 
law. As set forth in this Memorandum of Agreement, any Member may terminate its 
participation in the Council at any time by notifying all other undersigned Members in 
writing of the determination, reasons for the termination, and the effective date thereof. 
Withdrawal from the Council and this Agreement by one undersigned Party shall not 
operate to terminate the Council, which shall continue in full force and effect with respect 
to all other Members”; and 
 
NOW THEREFORE, pursuant to the authority vested in them pursuant to Section 119-O of 
the New York General Municipal Law, the undersigned Parties hereby agree as follows: 
 
1.The Parties shall pay its annual contribution set forth above to the Hudson 7 during the 
month of January. 

 
2. Each Party shall have the right to cease being a Party to the Hudson 7 and terminate its 
obligations under the Memorandum of Agreement, as amended, by providing at least thirty 
(30) days prior written Notice to all the other undersigned Parties of the 
determination, the reasons for the termination, and the effective date thereof. 
Alternatively, any party that chooses not to pay the agreed-upon contribution may retain its 
affiliation with the Hudson 7 as a non-voting member. Withdrawal from the Council and 
this Memorandum of Agreement by one undersigned Party shall not operate to terminate 
the Memorandum of Agreement, as amended, which shall continue in full force and effect 
with respect to all other undersigned parties. 
 
3. The Term of this Amended Memorandum of Agreement shall be one (1) year from its 
Effective Date of January 1, 2026 and shall automatically renew each year on January 1 
unless and until the Council is dissolved by its membership. 
 
4. The Parties shall review the terms of this Agreement on at least an annual basis to 
determine whether any amendments are necessary. 
 
ALL OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE ORIGINAL MEMORANDUM OF 
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AGREEMENT, DATED MAY 31ST , 2018, AND ANY AMENDMENT THERETO NOT 
EXPRESSLY AMENDED OR ALTERED BY THIS AGREEMENT, SHALL REMAIN IN 
FULL FORCE AND EFFECT.IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this 
Amended Memorandum of Agreement after such approval by each of their respective Chief 
Executive Officials.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, The Town Board Authorizes Supervisor Pecora to sign the 
amended agreement as read.  
 
Resolution offered by:   Supervisor Roscoe Pecora 
Resolution seconded by:   Councilman Evelyn Clarke 
   
       Supervisor Roscoe Pecora AYE 

      Councilman Evelyn Clarke AYE   

      Councilman Jared Geuss AYE 

 Councilman Paul Brooks AYE 

      Councilman Stephanie Yeh AYE 

 

Amended Resolution duly adopted. 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PRIMARY AND ALTERNATE 
REPRESENTATIVES FOR THE HUDSON RIVER DRINKING WATER 

INTER-MUNICIPAL COUNCIL (HUDSON 7) 
 

WHEREAS, The Hudson River Drinking Water Intermunicipal Council (Hudson 
7) is a coalition of seven municipalities that rely on drinking water from the 
Hudson River. The communities include the City and Town of Poughkeepsie, the 
Village and Town of Rhinebeck, and the Towns of Esopus, Hyde Park, and Lloyd. 
Our five public water supplies serve 106,000 residents and major regional 
employers, providing safe water for human consumption, firefighting, industry, and 
more in Ulster and Dutchess County and three hospitals and three colleges in 
Dutchess County; and 
 
WHEREAS, In accordance with the Hudson River Drinking Water Intermunicipal 
Council Memorandum of Agreement (MOA), dated 5/31/18, and the Memorandum 
of Amendment Amendment #1, dated 2/7/23, the Council shall include the 
following voting members: Town of Esopus, Town of Hyde Park, Town of Lloyd, 
Town of Poughkeepsie, Town of Rhinebeck, Village of Rhinebeck, City of 
Poughkeepsie, Ulster County and Dutchess County; and 
 
WHEREAS, Each Voting Member shall designate one primary representative and 
one alternate representative, for a term of two years. The primary representative 
shall be an elected official. The alternate representative may be an elected official, 
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an employee or contractor of the municipality, a resident of the municipality, or 
another appropriate representative. Each Voting Member may, at its discretion from 
time to time, change its primary or alternate representative. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Esopus Town 
Board does hereby acknowledge the “Primary Representative” to be Roscoe T. 
Pecora, Esopus Town Supervisor and the “Alternate Representative” to be 
Nicholas Butler for the Hudson River Drinking Water Intermunicipal Council 
for Town of Esopus, County of Ulster. 
 
Resolution offered by:   Supervisor Roscoe Pecora 
Resolution seconded by:   Councilman Stephanie Yeh 
 
       Supervisor Roscoe Pecora AYE 

      Councilman Evelyn Clarke AYE   

      Councilman Jared Geuss AYE 

 Councilman Paul Brooks AYE 

      Councilman Stephanie Yeh AYE 

 

Amended Resolution duly adopted 
 
SLEIGHTSBURGH SPIT UPDATE  
 
Supervisor Pecora ordered the gate closed on January 5th. He said he followed the policy, 
as former Supervisors Coutant, McCord, and Harris did, based on feedback from his 
constituents in Sleightsburgh and the concerns presented tonight.   He will be further 
investigating it with legal counsel and our insurance company.   
 
Councilman Clarke asked for clarification: Supervisor Pecora responded that the gate was 
locked for the winter months, consistent with the rest of the parks.  
 
Councilman Geuss received a few phone calls about the gate being closed. It has been 
open for the past few years, all winter long, with no issues or problems. Councilman Geuss 
said he believes it should be open, and that could be debated all night. However, his main 
issue was that it is a Town Board decision, not just, “lock it up.”  He further explained that 
the park is subject to an easement with Scenic Hudson and that it is governed by rules and 
regulations.  Councilman Geuss said there was an email that went out Monday: “Park is 
under attack: contact Jared”. That said, Councilman Geuss did not plan to raise it at the 
first meeting, and he was surprised it was on the agenda. He wants to make progress with 
this administration. If we are going to throw emails out, over his questioning, it being a 
town board decision. Councilman Geuss recalled that he personally dealt with gates, 
mediation, fishermen, hunters, and residents, whom we engaged with numerous times.  
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 I agree with a set maintenance plan. The easement states you may temporarily close 
during inclement weather; if there is a short winter, there is nothing to say it should be 
closed from November through April.  Councilman Geuss said he didn’t call every hunter 
or fisherman to come out to the meeting because we have other things to do. It is a town 
board decision. Councilman Geuss questioned this, being the first action taken, but 
regardless, it should be a board decision. Councilman Geuss agreed with Sharron Jones 
that all new signage was installed and recalled that we have been down the route of every 
concern in here. Councilman Geuss said the next steps for this administration need to 
develop a concrete maintenance plan based on easement and concerns, whether the park 
is closed to vehicles or open to everyone.    
 
Pecora felt he was presented with a liability and safety issue. He felt it was warranted for 
public safety alone to take action.  Agreed, we need a maintenance plan. Supervisor 
Pecora said the new admin does not know the full history and needs to review what he has 
gone through. Supervisor Pecora stated he has the executive authority to make the 
decision.     
 
Clarity of the question of what the liability concern was raised, but not determined; was it 
because the road was unplowed and unsafe for vehicles, or does that mean it is also 
unsafe for pedestrians as well? It will need to be researched with the insurance company 
and attorneys.   
 
COUNCILMAN GEUSS MADE A MOTION TO KEEP THE GATE CLOSED AT 
SLEIGHTSBURGH SPIT UNTIL THE TOWN BOARD DEVELOPS AN EFFECTIVE 
MANAGEMENT PLAN, DUE TO THE MAJORITY OF THE TOWN BOARDS' LIKING AS WELL 
AS CONGRUENT WITH THE EASEMENT AND APPROVAL OF SCENIC HUDSON. 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN STEPHANIE YEH.   ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL MEMBERS 
PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR: MOTION CARRIED.      
 
The goal is to get it settled once and for all and have it managed properly.  
 
 

BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS DECEMBER 2025 FINAL 
 
Be It Resolved by the Town Board of the Town of Esopus, County of Ulster, as follows: 

Whereas the Town of Esopus has been presented with budget adjustments, which the 
town board has examined and approved. 

Therefore, Be It Resolved that the following budget adjustments be approved for payment 

AO.0599.000 Fund Balance to    AO.1420.400       $15,796.43  
        Attorneys 
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DA. 0599.000 Fund Balance    DA.9010.800        $32,465.00 
         NYS Retirement  
    
Resolution offered by:   Supervisor Roscoe Pecora 
Resolution seconded by:   Councilman Evelyn Clarke      
   
       Supervisor Roscoe Pecora AYE 

      Councilman Evelyn Clarke AYE   

      Councilman Jared Geuss AYE 

 Councilman Paul Brooks AYE 

      Councilman Stephanie Yeh AYE 

 
Resolution duly adopted. 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS DECEMBER 2025 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of Esopus, County of Ulster, as follows:   

WHEREAS the Town of Esopus has been presented with vouchers for payment, and these 
vouchers have been examined and approved by the Town Board,  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following vouchers be approved for payment:   
 

GENERAL FUND  251504-251527 
   

$132,807.21  

HIGHWAY FUND  252279-252305 $254,343.18  

STREETLIGHTS    
PORT EWEN SEWER FUND  253191-253205          $44,761.27  

PORT EWEN WATER  254263-254279 $91,995.14  

Capital Water  255022-255023 $239,866.38 
ARPA     

ESCROW    

Total                   $763,773.18  
Resolution offered by:   Supervisor Roscoe Pecora 
Resolution seconded by:   Councilman Jared Geuss  
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 Supervisor Roscoe Pecora AYE 

      Councilman Evelyn Clarke AYE   

      Councilman Jared Geuss AYE 

 Councilman Paul Brooks AYE 

      Councilman Stephanie Yeh AYE 

 

Amended Resolution duly adopted 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS JANUARY 2026 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of Esopus, County of Ulster, as follows:   

WHEREAS the Town of Esopus has been presented with vouchers for payment, and these 
vouchers have been examined and approved by the Town Board,  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following vouchers be approved for payment:   
 

GENERAL FUND  261000-261009 
   

$12,411.70  

HIGHWAY FUND  262000-262002 $19,714.18  

STREETLIGHTS    
PORT EWEN SEWER FUND  263000-263001          $4,888.22  

PORT EWEN WATER  264000-264005 $34,297.81  

Capital Water    

ARPA     

ESCROW    

Total                   $71,311.91  
Resolution offered by:   Supervisor Roscoe Pecora 
Resolution seconded by:  Councilman Jared Geuss     

      

 Supervisor Roscoe Pecora AYE 

      Councilman Evelyn Clarke AYE   

      Councilman Jared Geuss AYE 

 Councilman Paul Brooks AYE 

      Councilman Stephanie Yeh AYE 

 

Amended Resolution duly adopted 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION   
 
COUNCILMAN CLARKE MADE A MOTION TO ENTER EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 8:40 PM 
TO DISCUSS PARTICULAR APPLICANTS AND THEIR POTENTIAL APPOINTMENTS TO 
THE VACANCIES FOR THE ESOPUS PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION. 
COUNCILMAN JARED GEUSS SECONDED THE MOTION. ALL MEMBERS WERE IN 
FAVOR; THE MOTION CARRIED.   
 
SUPERVISOR PECORA MADE A MOTION TO EXIT THE EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 9:23 PM. 
COUNCILMAN JARED GEUSS SECONDED THE MOTION. ALL MEMBERS WERE IN 
FAVOR; THE MOTION CARRIED.   
 
APPROVAL OF BACKGROUND CHECK INVOICE 
 
SUPERVISOR PECORA MOVED TO APPROVE THE INVOICE FOR BACKGROUND 
CHECKS FOR APPLICANTS TO THE PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION. 
COUNCILMAN STEPHANIE YEH SECONDED THE MOTION. ALL MEMBERS WERE IN 
FAVOR: THE MOTION CARRIED.   
 
APPOINTMENTS 
 
SUPERVISOR ROSCOE PECORA MADE A MOTION TO APPOINT THE FOLLOWING 
INDIVIDUALS TO THE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION (SUBJECT TO A 
SATISFACTORY BACKGROUND CHECK).  
 
NAME                                                                                     TERM TO EXPIRE  
JEANNE SAMMONS 12/31/2029 

SCOTT BARFIELD 12/31/2030 

 
COUNCILMAN EVELYN CLARKE SECONDED THE MOTION: ALL MEMBERS WERE IN 
FAVOR: MOTION CARRIED 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
SUPERVISOR ROSCOE PECORA MADE A MOTION TO ADJOURN THE MEETING 

AT 9:25 PM, AND COUNCILMAN JARED GEUSS SECONDED THE MOTION: ALL 

MEMBERS WERE IN FAVOR: MOTION CARRIED 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Holly A. Netter 

Town Clerk, RMC   


