TB51525

TOWN OF ESOPUS
TOWN BOARD MEETING
May 15, 2025, 7:00 PM

A regularly scheduled Town Board Meeting was held in person on May 15, 2025, at
1 Town Hall Way, Ulster Park. The following persons were in attendance:

Councilman Laura Robinson
Councilman Evelyn Clarke
Councilman Kathie Quick
Councilman Jared Geuss
Supervisor Danielle Freer

Administrative Recorder Erin McNierney, Deputy Town Clerk

4 WAYS TO GIVE PUBLIC COMMENT:

1.) In-Person - Attend the Workshop
2.) Phone in: Leave a voicemail on 845 331 0676 before the meeting
3.) EMAIL - lreynolds@esopus.com with the subject line “Public Comment”
4.). MAIL - mail written comments to:
Town of Esopus, P.O. Box 700
Port Ewen, NY 12466

Supervisor Danielle Freer called the meeting to order at 7 pm.

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG
PUBLIC COMMENT -

Diane Dintruff, Port Ewen - Asked, is there a reason behind the change in the town
Hamlets/zip codes that happened a few years back, or is it just a “Gulf of America”
Type whim? What are the different sections of our town: hamlet, zip codes, other?

Kayak Launches — There are car eating potholes along the road leading to the Sleightsburgh
Spit. There is plywood debris that needs to be removed at the southern Freer launch
(former beach area) and safer gradients or steps, especially by 6/14/25 when a large
Sports group has a paddle and party. There needs to be safer steps or gradient launch at
Lighthouse Park.

Tree removal needed in front of her house and Mariane Zimmerman’s house; the view is
blocked due to overgrown trees.
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Jo Mispel, Port Ewen - Inquiring if the TB is interested in Jo applying for Funding Futures, a
new training & grant program designed to build community consensus and organize
community conversations in our town around environmental priorities. Grantis up to
$22,000 for staffing, events, and communications. This is a direct deposit of funds, no
match from recipient for non-profit organizations. Jo will attend the upcoming
environmental event to gauge their interests and gather ideas. Supervisor Freer will email
the Town Board members and get back to Jo tomorrow on whether she should move ahead
and apply for the grant.

Councilman Geuss will provide Jo information on how this grant may tie into the
Comprehensive Plan.

Laura Petit, Port Ewen, - We have such an amazingly historic town: Riverview Cemetery,
Revolutionary War Cemetery, the Icehouse and even a Town under Sturgeon Pond. The Van
Vliet House is falling down with a tree down as well. Wouldn’tit be nice to have a
Historical Preservation Commission so we can really enhance our history. Hope the Town
Board will consider this commission.

Stephen Cerini, Ulster Park, - Some people may say that it is important to embrace the
customs and traditions of your local community. | disagree. The typical local customs that |
generally observe seem to be critical, and denigrating towards the town staff, leadership and
everything that is done in this town. | am going to break tradition here and say THANK YOU to
the town, and all of the town staff and tonight specifically the crew of the highway

department. Over the past month they've worked on the drainage issue. On April 17th they
connected a culvert pipe, and the water has not stopped flowing ever since. The volumes of
water that have been diverted will go a long way to helping our over saturated properties. |
have repeatedly thanked the crews while they did this work. One of the most disturbing things
about all of this was to hear them say that no one ever thanks them, and that they usually only
get complaints about blocking the road or noise. That is a sad commentary on the mindset of
this community. Regardless of what anyone's political views or affiliations may be, there's no
reason not to be a decent human being and perhaps express a little gratitude for the hard work
they do, in all types of harsh, severe weather. | thank you, the town board, and all the town staff
that work to keep everything running.

SUPERVISOR FREER MOTIONED TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC COMMENT AT 7:11 PM, WHICH
WAS SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN QUICK. ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR,
AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
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WATER DEPARTMENT PROJECT UPDATES

Councilman Geuss discussed the control panel - SCADA System which is a project within
the larger projects being undertaken by the water department. We were able to find a line
item within the grant that we can use for the control panel project. So instead of the project
costing the initial $130,000 or $140,000, Avanti’s bid came in lower than that, which we are
happy about.

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING BID AWARD OF “ROGER MABIE WATER TREATMENT PLANT
SCADA SYSTEM (CONTROL PANEL) UPGRADES” FOR THE PORT EWEN WATER DISTRICT IN
THE TOWN OF ESOPUS

COUNCILMAN GEUSS introduced the following resolution, which was seconded by
SUPERVISOR FREER as follows:

WHEREAS, the Town of Esopus has duly solicited sealed bids by public notice pursuant to General
Municipal Law Section 103 for upgrades of the Roger Mabie Water Treatment Plant SCADA System
or “Control Panel” (the “Project”); and

WHEREAS, on Tuesday, April 22, 2025, the Town of Esopus opened three bids for the “Project.” The
bidders and their respective bid prices are as follows:

Contractor Name Address Lump SumTotal
Aqualogics Systems. Inc. 5 Dwight Park $139,850.00
Syracuse, NY 13209
Avanti Control Systems Inc. PO BOX 228 $111,300.00
Mayfield, NY 12117
General Control Systems, Inc. 17 Corporate Circle $112,562.00
Albany, NY 12203

WHEREAS, all bids received were considered publicly at the time and place specified in such
public notice; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Esopus has determined that Avanti Control Systems Inc.
is the lowest responsible bidder whose bid was filed in conformity with such public notice for the
“Project” in accordance with the plans and specifications incorporated into the bid documents
(the “Proposal”); and

WHEREAS, the lump sum total for “the Project” is $111,300.00; and
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HEREAS, the “Project” is funded through a combination of Port Ewen Water and Sewer District
capital funds, as well as the Ulster County Sewer & Water Infrastructure subaward of its American
Rescue Plan Act (“ARPA”) Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Fund (the “SLFRF”); and

WHEREAS, there is an adequate budget for this funding to award this bid.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows:

1. The Town Board of the Town of Esopus does hereby authorize the Supervisor, or in her
absence or unavailability the Deputy Supervisor, to accept the foregoing bid for “the
Project” and execute a contract in such the form provided by the specifications, subject to
the provision of a certificate of insurance and payment and performance bonds and such
further documentation as required by the bid specifications.

2. The Resolution shall take effectimmediately.

The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to vote on a roll call, which
resulted as follows:

Supervisor Danielle Freer Voting __Aye
Councilman Evelyn Clarke Voting _ Aye
Councilman Jard Geuss Voting __ Aye
Councilman Kathie Quick Voting _Aye
Councilman Laura Robinso Voting _Aye

The foregoing resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted.

DATED: Ulster Park, New York
May 15, 2025

ERIN MCNIERNEY DEPUTY TOWN CLERK

Councilman Geuss said Avanti Control Systems has provided work on previous Water
Department Projects and is a proven contractor.

APPOINTMENT WATER SEWER BOARD

COUNCILMAN GEUSS MADE A MOTION TO APPOINT KENNY SOLAAS TO THE PORT
EWEN WATER & SEWER BOARD WITH ATERM TO EXPIRE 12/31/25. COUNCILMAN
SUPERVISOR FREER. SECONDED THE MOTION. ALL MEMBERS WERE IN FAVOR.
MOTION CARRIED.
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Supervisor Freer said that Kenny is a retired Water Department employee and as such will
bring important experience to the Water Board.

Councilman Geuss mentioned that we are very lucky to have an individual with a wealth of
knowledge and expertise about our water systems volunteer for this board.

PARKS DEPARTMENT UPDATE

CAS LANDI PARK STATUS - Councilman Robinson mentioned that a few months ago a
Cas Landi Playground Committee was formed to plan for the purchase of new playground
equipment that is scheduled to be delivered on May 19". The Building and Grounds
Department has been working hard to prepare the area by removing the old equipment and
preparing the area for the new equipment.

There will be a Ribbon Cutting Ceremony in the near future and the Parks and Recreation
Committee is planning a full day of activities for the children.

Councilman Clarke mentioned that there will need to be extra safety/traffic control for the
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony.

Supervisor Freer said that Dan Vedder is concerned about the ground being too wet due to
all the rain and discussed the possibility of pushing the installation date out a few weeks.
However, consensus was to stick to the May 19" installation date as there are children
waiting to play in the park.

Supervisor Freer mentioned the resolution from the last TB meeting regarding the
pedestrian signs that have been submitted to DOT and they are moving along on their side.
Hopefully we will hear something soon.

Supervisor Freer has also contacted the County DW Commission, who are open to
installing signs on Union Center Road for us as well. DW Commission will also help in the
decision making for a type of guiderail. Right now, there is some sort of wooden bollard
that has been there forever. We are looking for some opinions on what could go there.
Hopefully we can partner with the County.
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BUIDLING AND GROUNDS HIRING: SEASONAL MAINTENANCE POSITION ONGOING.

If anyone knows of someone looking for a summer job, please have them contact Dan
Vedder for an interview.

TOWN CLERK DEPARTMENT - WAIVER REQUESTS
ESOPUS BUSINESS ALLIANCE ANNUAL MIXER AT FREER PARK 5/19/25

SUPERVISOR FREER MADE A MOTION TO WAIVE THE PARK RENTAL AND ALCOHOL
FEE FOR THE ESOPUS BUSINESS ALLIANCE FOR THEIR ANNUAL FREER PARK MIXER
ON 05/19/25. INSURANCE HAS BEEN PROVIDED. THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY
COUNCILMAN GEUSS. ALL MEMBERS WERE IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

KLYNE ESOPUS MUSEUM EVENT IN THE COMMUNITY CENTER

Klyne Esopus Museum is hosting a Trivia Event on 10/5/25 that will include multiple
museums in the area, open to the public with light refreshments.

SUPERVISOR FREER MADE A MOTION TO WAIVE THE COMMUNITY CENTER FEE FOR
THE KLYNE ESOPUS MUSEUM TRIVIA EVENT ON 10/5/25. SECONDED BY
COUNCILMAN QUICK. ALLIN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

LIAISON LIGHTNING ROUND:

Supervisor Freer:

Highway Department— Supervisor Freer will follow up with Highway Department. with the
information provided by Diane Dintriff (slopes, steps) for the kayak launches and try to
make that easier for use and check on the potholes leading into the Sleightsburgh Spit.

The Highway Department has installed basins on Bayard St., Hasbrouck Ave. and
Mountainview Rd. There have been a lot of calls regarding drainage due to the large amount
of rain we have been getting. The Highway Department has been making sure the
stormwater drains are clear. The guys have been busy, and we thank them for their work.

A list of the current work projects was provided to the Town Board.
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Councilman Robinson

Parks and Rec

5/19 Cas Landi: New Playground Equipment will be installed

TBD -ribbon cutting ceremony and parks & rec activities

Councilman Quick:

Zoning Board of Appeals — Next Mtg. 5/20 at 7:00 pm in the community center.
Request for a variance — Request for interpretation. Possible Public Hearing

Water/Sewer Board - 5/28 meeting if there are any referrals or news from the NYS Dept. of
State regarding the LWRP.

Assessor’s Office — The 2025 Tentative Roll has been officially released and is available for
inspection on the Town’s website and also a hard copy has been placed in the Town
Clerk’s and Assessor’s Offices. Grievance Day is taking place here at Esopus Town Hall on
Tuesday, May 27 from 2-4 and 5-7. People who would like to be seen by the Grievance
Board should call the Assessors’ Office to make an appointment as soon as possible.

Councilman Clarke:

Environmental Board — the Last Frost Sapling Giveaway is this weekend 5/17/25.
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No budget Adjustments

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS MAY

BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of Esopus, County of Ulster, as follows:

WHEREAS the Town of Esopus has been presented with vouchers for payment, and these
vouchers have been examined and approved by the Town Board,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following vouchers be approved for payment:

GENERAL FUND 251169-251210 $60,310.44
HIGHWAY FUND 252077-252098 $12,411.03
STREETLIGHTS 256003 $7685.79
PORT EWEN SEWER FUND 253060-253079 $21,056.90
PORT EWEN WATER 254071-254098 $52,484.67
Capital Water 255007 $378.00
ARPA 257004 $9583.33
ESCROW 258000-258002 $7,948.00
Total $171,858.16

Offered by: Supervisor Freer

Seconded by: Councilman Quick

Councilman Laura Robinson Aye

Councilman Evelyn Clarke Aye

Councilman Kathie Quick  Aye

Councilman Jared Geuss Aye

Supervisor Danielle Freer  Aye
Resolution duly adopted.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

SUPERVISOR FREER MADE A MOTION TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 7:40 PM
TO DISCUSS PENDING LITIGATION MATTERS. COUNCILMAN GEUSS SECONDED THE MOTION.
ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

SUPERVISOR MADE A MOTION TO COME OUT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 8:14 PM.
COUNCILMAN QUICK SECONDED THE MOTION. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

ACTION: NONE
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KEY UPCOMING DATES

5.17 Assessor in attendance with Tentative Assessment Roll from 10am-12pm
Last Frost Fest! hosted by the Environmental Board from 10am-2pm at MHVFCU lawn
5.20 Assessorin attendance with Tentative Assessment Roll from 2pm-4pm and 5pm-7pm
5.26 Town Hall Closed: Memorial Day
Memorial Day Parade hosted by American Legion 1298 beginning at 10am in Port Ewen
5.27 Tax Grievance Day from 2pm-4pm and 5pm-7pm
5.31 Esopus Repair Café hosted by the Environmental Board from 10am-2pm at the Ascension
Church
6.19 Town Hall Closed: Juneteenth
6.26 Next Town Board Meeting
ADJOURNMENT

SUPERVISOR FREER MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 8:17 PM, SECONDED BY
COUNCILMAN QUICK. ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR, AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfully Submitted,
Deputy Town Clerk



