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TOWN OF ESOPUS 
TOWN BOARD MEETING 

September 17, 2026, 7:00 PM 
 

The Town Board held a regularly scheduled meeting on September 17, 2026, at 7:00 PM at 
1 Town Hall Way, Ulster Park. The following persons were in attendance: 
 
Present:    Supervisor Roscoe Pecora 
     Councilman Evelyn Clarke 

Councilman Jared Geuss 
Councilman Paul Brooks   

     Councilman Stephanie Yeh  
      

Recording Administrator: Holly A. Netter, Town Clerk, RMC 
 
 
Supervisor Pecora opened the meeting at 7:07 
 
Pledge to the flag 
 
PUBLIC Comments: 
 
Susan Epstein, West Park, thanked Roscoe Pecora and Shannon Harris for helping write 
letters to the USPS to address the need to keep the Post Office in West Park. To date, they 
still have not received a response.    A group will rally to save the West Park Post Office at 
the Old Cabrini property in West Park between 5:30 and 6:30 pm Friday night, 9/19/26. The 
current owners of the St. Mary and Pope Kyrillos Coptic Orthodox Monastery (old St. 
Cabrini property) have also offered to house a temporary trailer/post office at their site. 
She shared that post offices that have been closed and not reopened within 2 years most 
likely do not reopen.  The Save the West Park Post Office signs have been vandalized; two 
at Burroughs, and the third was shot up and had bullet holes in them.  
 
Diane DIntruff, Port Ewen, drafted a bill for an NY Paddle similar to NY Swim. Michelle 
Hinchey and Assemblywoman Shrestha were asked to sponsor it.  Thinking of doing the 
same for the work she is doing on the Hudson River Integrated Intelligence network. She 
attended a Watershed Zoom meeting as a tech and kayak enthusiast, not representing the 
town, and was encouraged because they wanted to learn about using AI; fortunately, she 
has always been attached to advanced tech or future tech projects.  AI thrills her, although 
she understands it's controversial. She was encouraged because someone said they 
would like to see all the water information in one place, and that is the premise of her 
integrated intelligence network.      
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She removed her name from the tax cap; everything is increasing in price and 
overwhelming.  
 
Mara DiDonna, Ulster Park – has been providing research for the Kingston Reconnecting 
Communities proposal as discussed in previous meetings. She found that it is not only the 
City of Kingston Reconnecting Communities, but also a federal initiative and pilot grant 
programs. She encouraged people to sign up for Engage Kingston so they can stay 
informed on what is going on.   
 
Amy Dooley, UC Legislator, is seeking support for a resolution to be voted on later in the 
meeting. The UCAT study will evaluate shelter needs and locations along existing bus 
routes throughout Ulster County. The study will include an inventory of existing shelters, 
evaluation of potential shelter locations, and preparation of conceptual construction plans 
for selected sites. Bus shelters remind people UCAT exists, and she thanked the board for 
bringing the resolution forward. She assured the councilmembers the study will work with 
the town codes in place.  
 
Supervisor Pecora closed public comment.   
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 CONCERNING THE CONDITIONS AND ALLEGED VIOLATIONS AT THE PROPERTY 

LOCATED AT 419 NEW SALEM ROAD, KINGSTON, NEW YORK 12401,  
WITHIN THE TOWN OF ESOPUS 

 
On August 20, 2026, the Town Board determined that a public hearing should be held to 
provide the property owner, persons having an interest in the property, and members of the 
public an opportunity to be heard concerning the condition of the property and the alleged 
violation 
 
The trailer has been abandoned and deteriorating for years. Owner is deceased; all 
attempts have been made to contact them. Notice of Public Hearing was sent by certified 
mail and was returned undeliverable. Legal Notice was published in the Daily Freeman on 
September 5, 2026.  
 
Public Comment  
 
Anthony Zena, a neighbor of the property, drives by the property every day. He agreed it is 
in bad condition, unsafe, and that he hasn’t seen anyone there in years.  He said he was 
willing to take it over and bring it up to code.  
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The Town Board cannot interact with or interfere with the process and does not own the 
property.  The resolution, which will be presented later in the meeting, authorizes the town 
to take down the structure; the cost of demolition will be levied on the 2027 taxes. Next 
year, if the taxes are not paid for the third consecutive year, the County will put the 
property up for auction.  Since the taxes are in arrears, the County will have the right to 
auction off the property. Once it is sold, the Town can start collecting taxes on the property 
and any improvements made.   
 
Supervisor Pecora called for any other comments three times. No one else spoke, and he 
closed public comment.     
 

THE REGULAR MEETING PROCEEDED 
 

The supervisor gave a few quick updates 

Movie Night 9/19/26 

Peace Day International Day of Peace 9/20 1-2 pm 185 Broadway Rt 9w Port Ewen 

UCRRA pulls are going up $5; increases of $10-$20 per mattress, plus weight will be charged 

Ulster County Cannabis Sales: $580,000 of revenue received; 75% will be dispersed among 

towns that opted to allow cannabis sales in their community.   

 

RESOLUTION 
EXPRESSING THE TOWN OF ESOPUS'S INTEREST IN PARTICIPATING AS  

A PILOT COMMUNITY IN THE ULSTER COUNTY AREA TRANSIT (UCAT)  
BUS SHELTER PLANNING STUDY 

 
WHEREAS, the Ulster County Area Transit (UCAT) system is undertaking a planning study to 
evaluate the need for, design of, and potential locations of bus shelters along existing fixed 
bus routes throughout Ulster County; and 
 
WHEREAS, the study will include the development of bus shelter design standards, an 
inventory of existing shelters, evaluation of potential shelter locations, and preparation of 
conceptual construction plans for selected sites; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Esopus recognizes the importance of providing safe, accessible, 
and convenient transit infrastructure for residents and visitors; and 
 
WHEREAS, UCAT has invited the Town of Esopus to participate as a pilot community to help 
evaluate potential shelter locations, identify local priorities, and provide municipal input 
during the planning process; and 
 
WHEREAS, participation in the planning study does not constitute approval of any future 
bus shelter installation, nor does it obligate the Town to assume ownership, maintenance 
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responsibilities, or any financial commitment related to future bus shelters, all of which 
would be subject to separate discussion and future action by the Town Board, if 
appropriate; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Esopus hereby 
expresses its interest in participating with Ulster County as a pilot community in the UCAT 
Bus Shelter Planning Study, and that the Town Board authorizes the Town Supervisor, or 
designee, to work cooperatively with UCAT and its planning consultants during the study by 
providing local knowledge, reviewing potential shelter locations, participating in meetings, 
and offering comments and recommendations. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that nothing in this Resolution shall be construed as 
committing the Town to approve future shelter locations, expend Town funds, or accept 
maintenance or ownership responsibilities for any bus shelter unless separately authorized 
by the Town Board through subsequent action. 
 
Offered by:   Supervisor Roscoe Pecora 
Seconded by:  Councilman Stephanie Yeh             
 
The foregoing resolution was put to a vote of the Town Board, with the following 
results: 
 

Supervisor Roscoe Pecora  AYE 
    Councilman Evelyn Clarke  Absent   
    Councilman Jared Geuss  Absent 

Councilman Paul Brooks  AYE 
    Councilman Stephanie Yeh AYE 
 
The resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted 

 

FINALIZE ETHICS AND TRANSITION CODES (AS REVISED)  

Councilman Brooks said that the matter should be tabled for another meeting since two 
council members were absent. Others agreed.  

 

ACCEPTING THE RETIREMENT OF THE DIRECTOR OF BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS 
MAINTENANCE, APPROVING REAPPOINTMENT TO A LABORER POSITION AND 
APPROVING PERSONNEL CHANGES WITHIN THE BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS 
DEPARTMENT. 

WHEREAS, the Director of Buildings and Grounds Maintenance of the Town of Esopus has 
submitted notice of retirement as the Director of Buildings and Grounds Maintenance of 
the Town of Esopus effective 10/24/2026; and 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SwqA4YKKRQIV1hClwSg0kGjb6r8aDYnO/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117501646122659694011&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1d5Opih08thxrpcDx37IV2TkYosV9oJN3/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117501646122659694011&rtpof=true&sd=true


091726 TB 

5 
 

 
WHEREAS, the Town Board wishes to acknowledge and accept said retirement from that 
position; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town Board further desires to retain the institutional knowledge and 
experience of said employee by hiring said individual in a Laborer position at an hourly rate 
of $26.85 per hour, not to exceed forty (40) hours per week on effective 10/27/2026; and 
any overtime worked in said Laborer position shall be compensated through compensatory 
time in accordance with Town policy; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town Board wishes to promote Edward Clark, who is presently employed 
by the Town in the Department of Buildings and Grounds Maintenance from the position of 
Laborer to the position of Director of Buildings and Grounds Maintenance at an hourly rate 
of $28.33 per hour; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town Board further wishes to increase compensation for the remaining 
Laborer position in the Department of Buildings and Grounds Maintenance to $22.38 per 
hour. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Esopus hereby 
accepts the retirement of the Director of Buildings and Grounds Maintenance effective 
10/24/2026; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the retiring Director of Buildings and Grounds 
Maintenance of the Town of Esopus shall be rehired to a Laborer position at a rate of 
$26.85 per hour, not to exceed forty (40) hours per week effective 10/27/2026, with 
overtime compensated through compensatory time; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Edward Clark is hereby appointed Director of Buildings 
and Grounds Maintenance at a rate of $28.33 per hour effective 10/25/2026; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER, that the compensation for the remaining Laborer position in the 
Department of Buildings and Grounds Maintenance is hereby increased to $22.38 per hour 
effective 10/25/2026; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Supervisor and Town Clerk are hereby 
authorized to take any and all required actions necessary to carry out the intent of this 
resolution. 
 
Offered by:   Supervisor Roscoe Pecora 
Seconded by:  Councilman Stephanie Yeh             
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The foregoing resolution was put to a vote of the Town Board, with the following 
results: 
 

Supervisor Roscoe Pecora  AYE 
    Councilman Evelyn Clarke  Absent   
    Councilman Jared Geuss  Absent 

Councilman Paul Brooks  AYE 
    Councilman Stephanie Yeh AYE 
 
The resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted 

 

 
AUTHORIZING THE REMEDIATION AND REMOVAL OF AN UNSAFE STRUCTURE 419 
NEW SALEM ROAD, KINGSTON, NEW YORK 12401.  
 

RESOLUTION 
AUTHORIZING THE REMEDIATION AND REMOVAL OF AN UNSAFE STRUCTURE  

419 NEW SALEM ROAD, KINGSTON, NEW YORK 12401 

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Esopus is charged with protecting the health, 

safety, and welfare of the residents of the Town; and 

WHEREAS, the property located at 419 New Salem Road, Kingston, New York 12401, within 

the Town of Esopus, has been the subject of a Notice of Violation issued on June 6, 2026, 

concerning unsafe and hazardous conditions at the property; and 

WHEREAS, the Notice of Violation was issued pursuant to the applicable provisions of the 

Town of Esopus Code, including Chapter 59, Unsafe Structures, and Chapter 96, § 96-15, 

Public Hearing; Removal by Town; Assessment of Expense; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 96-15 of the Town of Esopus Code, upon the failure of the owner, 

operator, or person in control of the property to correct the conditions complained of after proper 

notice, the Town Board is authorized to conduct a public hearing concerning the unsafe 

condition of the property; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Board duly scheduled and held a public hearing on September 17, 

2026, to provide the property owner, persons having an interest in the property, and members of 

the public an opportunity to be heard concerning the condition of the property and the alleged 

violations; and 

WHEREAS, notice of the public hearing was posted conspicuously upon the affected property 

and served upon the property owner by certified mail, return receipt requested, in accordance 

with § 96-15 of the Town of Esopus Code; and 
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WHEREAS, the Town Board therefore determines that action by the Town is necessary to 

remediate and remove the unsafe structure and hazardous conditions at the property in 

accordance with the Town of Esopus Code and applicable law; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Esopus hereby determines that the structure 

and hazardous conditions at 419 New Salem Road, Kingston, New York 12401, constitute an 

unsafe condition requiring remediation and removal; and 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby authorizes the appropriate Town 

officials to take all necessary and lawful steps to remediate and remove the unsafe structure 

and hazardous conditions at the property, including, as necessary, securing, demolishing, 

removing, and properly disposing of the unsafe structure and debris; and 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that all costs and expenses incurred by the Town in connection with 

the remediation, removal, demolition, disposal, and/or abatement of the unsafe structure that the 

Town shall be authorized, to the extent permitted by law, to relevy the costs and expenses 

incurred in remediating and removing the unsafe structure and hazardous conditions against the 

property and place such costs on the property tax bill for collection; and 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Supervisor, Town Attorney, Building Inspector/Code 

Enforcement Officer, and other appropriate Town officials are hereby authorized and directed to 

execute such documents and take such further actions as may be necessary. 

Offered by:   Supervisor Roscoe Pecora 
Seconded by:  Councilman Paul Brooks             
 
The foregoing resolution was put to a vote of the Town Board, with the following 
results: 

Supervisor Roscoe Pecora  AYE 
    Councilman Evelyn Clarke  Absent   
    Councilman Jared Geuss  Absent 

Councilman Paul Brooks  AYE 
    Councilman Stephanie Yeh AYE 
 
The resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted 

 

 

PROPANE BIDS – PORT EWEN WATER/SEWER  
 

9/15/26 Bid results for Propane for the Port Ewen Water Treatment Facility: 

Marabito $ 1.59  per gallon         Nolan $ 1.449 per gallon 

 The lowest bidder was $1.449 per gallon, which was $0.141 less than the second-lowest 
bid.   
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RESOLUTION 

PROPANE BID AWARD FOR THE PORT EWEN WATER/SEWER DISTRICT  

Whereas, the Port Ewen Water/Sewer District advertised and received bids for Propane 

to be supplied for a period of (1) one year, beginning October 1, 2026, and ending 

September 30, 2027. 

Whereas, bids were received and opened at the office of the Town Clerk of the Town of 

Esopus on September 15, 2026. 

Whereas, the lowest bidder for Propane was Nolan Bottle Gas, Inc., PO Box 280, 

Ravena, NY 12143, at $1.449 per gallon. 

Therefore, be it resolved that the Town of Esopus Town Board awards the bid to Nolan 

Bottle Gas, Inc. by order of the Town Board, Town of Esopus, this September 17, 2026. 

Offered by:   Supervisor Roscoe Pecora 
Seconded by:  Councilman Stephanie Yeh            
 
The foregoing resolution was put to a vote of the Town Board, with the following 
results: 
 

Supervisor Roscoe Pecora  AYE 
    Councilman Evelyn Clarke  Absent   
    Councilman Jared Geuss  Absent 

Councilman Paul Brooks  AYE 
    Councilman Stephanie Yeh AYE 
 
The resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted 

 

Town Board Liaison Updates 

Councilman Paul Brooks:  
250th Anniversary - Robert Graves is working on the mural. Base coat to begin on Friday. 
UCAT bus tour with 38 stops is being planned; date TBD 

 
Planning Board Meeting next week 

 
Zoning Board appeal 200 Union Center Road, posted U-tube video; suggested ZBA seek 
legal counsel 
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Councilman Stephanie Yeh:  
Assessor – prepping for 34 small claims proceedings. Additional BAR meeting in November 
to deal with removal of exempt status on a vacant lot. Preparing PIOLET invoices.  
 
Bookkeeper – busy budget season. Supervisor Pecora added that Deb Kain is saving the 
town a lot of money with dedicated staff. Deb saved the Town money by preparing most of 
the annual financial report for the state and managing the budget process. He is grateful 
for all the work she does.   
 

                   BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS SEPTEMBER 2026 
 

Be It Resolved by the Town Board of the Town of Esopus, County of Ulster, as follows: 
 
Whereas the Town of Esopus has been presented with budget adjustments, which the 
Town Board has examined and approved. 

Therefore, Be It Resolved that the following budget adjustments be approved for payment 

 
SS.0599.000 fund balance      to      Debt Services   SS.9710.600   $38,854.11   

       
*Councilman Yeh added that the payment was to the City of Kingston for the sewer system.    

    
                     
Offered by:       Supervisor Pecora    
Seconded by:    Councilman Stephanie Yeh 

 
Supervisor Roscoe Pecora  AYE 

    Councilman Evelyn Clarke  Absent   
    Councilman Jared Geuss  Absent 

Councilman Paul Brooks  AYE 
    Councilman Stephanie Yeh AYE 
  
Resolution duly adopted. 
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RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS SEPT 2026 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of Esopus, County of Ulster, as follows:   

WHEREAS, the Town of Esopus has been presented with vouchers for payment, and these 
vouchers have been examined and approved by the Town Board,  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following vouchers be approved for payment:   

GENERAL FUND  261355 - 261381 
   

$45,436.52 

HIGHWAY FUND  262176 - 262196 $73,550.10 

STREETLIGHTS    
PORT EWEN SEWER FUND  263117-263132         $177,991.92 

PORT EWEN WATER  264149-264164 $14,666.75 

Capital Water           
  

ESCROW   
 

Total  
 

               $311,645.29 
 
Offered by:   Supervisor Roscoe Pecora 
Seconded by:  Councilman Stephanie Yeh            
 
The foregoing resolution was put to a vote of the Town Board, with the following 
results: 
 

Supervisor Roscoe Pecora  AYE 
    Councilman Evelyn Clarke  Absent   
    Councilman Jared Geuss  Absent 

Councilman Paul Brooks  AYE 
    Councilman Stephanie Yeh AYE 
 
The resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted. 
 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION   
 
SUPERVISOR PECORA MOVED TO ENTER EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 8:12 PM TO 
INTERVIEW FOR A VACANT POSITION AS SPECIAL PROSECUTOR FOR VEHICLE AND 
TRAFFIC. COUNCILMAN BROOKS SECONDED THE MOTION. ALL MEMBERS PRESENT 
WERE IN FAVOR; MOTION CARRIED.      
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SUPERVISOR PECORA MOVED TO EXIT EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 8:22 PM. 
COUNCILMAN YEH SECONDED THE MOTION. ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN 
FAVOR; MOTION CARRIED.  
 
     
ACTION: 
 

 
RESOLUTION 

AUTHORIZING THE HIRING OF A SPECIAL PROSECUTOR FOR  
TOWN VEHICLE AND TRAFFIC COURT 

 
WHEREAS, the Town Board has determined that it is necessary and in the best interests of 
the Town to appoint a qualified attorney to serve as Special Prosecutor to prosecute 
Vehicle and Traffic Law matters before the Town Court; 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Esopus has duly advertised the position in its official newspaper, 
posted on the town webpage, and forwarded to the Ulster County Bar Association 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby appoints David Goodge 
and Jason Kovacs to serve as Special Prosecutors for the Town’s Vehicle and Traffic Court; 
and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Special Prosecutor shall be responsible for 
prosecuting Vehicle and Traffic Law matters in the Town Court and shall appear 
approximately two (2) evenings per month, for approximately two (2) hours per session, as 
scheduled by the Court; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the appointment shall be contractual in nature; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for the Special Prosecutor shall be at the 
rate of One Hundred Seventy-Five Dollars ($175.00) per hour; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Supervisor is hereby authorized to execute a 
professional services agreement consistent with the terms of this Resolution. 
 
Offered by:   Supervisor Roscoe Pecora 
Seconded by:  Councilman Stephanie Yeh             
 
The foregoing resolution was put to a vote of the Town Board, with the following 
results: 
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Supervisor Roscoe Pecora  AYE 
    Councilman Evelyn Clarke  Absent   
    Councilman Jared Geuss  Absent 

Councilman Paul Brooks  AYE 
    Councilman Stephanie Yeh AYE 
 
 
The resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted. 

 
Next Town Board Budget Workshop scheduled for September  21, 2026 

9.17.26 Town Board Budget Workshop, Town Hall, One Town Hall Way, Ulster Park, NY  5:00pm 
9.17.26 Town Board Meeting         Town Hall, One Town Hall Way, Ulster Park, NY         7:00pm 
9.21.26 Planning Board Meeting    Town Hall, One Town Hall Way, Ulster Park, NY         7:30pm 

9.21.26 Town Board Budget Workshop Town Hall, One Town Hall Way, Ulster Park, NY 4:00pm 
9.28.26 Seniors Meeting     Town Hall, One Town Hall Way, Ulster Park, NY         1:00pm  
10/1/26 Town Board Workshop.     Town Hall, One Town Hall Way, Ulster Park,              7:00pm 

*                                        

 
 

AJOURNMENT  

SUPERVISOR PECORA MADE A MOTION TO CLOSE THE MEETING AT 8:25 P.M. 
COUNCILMAN YEH SECONDED THE MOTION. ALL THE MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN 
FAVOR, AND THE MOTION CARRIED.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Holly A. Netter 

Town Clerk, RMC  

 


