TB 112025

TOWN OF ESOPUS
TOWN BOARD MEETING
November 20, 2025, 7:00 PM

A regularly scheduled Town Board Meeting was held in person on November 20, 2025,
at 1 Town Hall Way, Ulster Park. The following persons were in attendance:

Councilman Laura Robinson
Councilman Evelyn Clarke
Councilman Kathie Quick
Councilman Jared Geuss - Absent
Supervisor Danielle Freer

Administrative Recorder: Holly A. Netter, Town Clerk, RMC

Debra Kane, Bookkeeper

4 WAYS TO GIVE PUBLIC COMMENT:

1.) In-Person - Attend the Workshop
2.) Phone in: Leave a voicemail on 845 331 0676 before the meeting

3.) EMAIL - lreynolds@esopus.com with the subject line “Public Comment”
4.). MAIL - mail written comments to:

Town of Esopus, P.O. Box 700

Port Ewen, NY 12466

Supervisor Danielle Freer called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG
PUBLIC COMMENT

Margaret Phalen, Port Ewen, thanked the Town Board for the opportunity over the past 5
years to rewrite the LWRP. She has enjoyed working with the Town Board. As of 1/1/26, she
announced her resignation as a Member and Chairman of the Waterfront Advisory Board,
stating that, with the change of administration, this is her best course of action. Margaret
will, however, continue to volunteer to cut the water chestnuts.

Supervisor Freer thanked Margaret for her years of service and leadership on behalf of the
entire Town Board, noting that Margaret is leaving behind a legacy. The Board appreciates
everything she has done for the community. Councilman Kathie Quick added that she
appreciates what she has done for the Waterfront Advisory Board and noted that she
herself had been in that position for years before joining the Town Board.


mailto:lreynolds@esopus.com
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SUPERVISOR FREER MADE A MOTION TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC COMMENT, SECONDED
BY COUNCILMAN KATHIE QUICK. ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR: MOTION
CARRIED.

PROPOSED 2026 WATER & SEWER RATES:

Water Superintendent Nick Butler is proposing a 5% INCREASE to help offset the 60/40
WIIA Grant Payments (Water Treatment Plant upgrade, NEW Water Tank & Water Main
projects)

WATER:

0 to 4,000 Gallons — Minimum Charge = $ 23.30
After 4,000 Gallons = $ 5.82 Per 1,000 Gallons
SEWER:

0 to 4,000 Gallons — Minimum Charge = $ 24.27
After 4,000 Gallons = $ 6.07 Per 1,000 Gallons
Final Bill Fee: $ 35.00

RESOLUTION

WATER RATE

WHEREAS, the law requires the cost of the operation and maintenance of the Port Ewen Water
District to be paid by revenue derived from the sale of the service,

WHEREAS, this Town Board has adopted a Water District budget for the year 2026, based
on a rate of a minimum charge of $23.30 for the first 0 to 4,000 gallons, and a rate of
$5.82 per 1,000 gallons thereafter, based on the water meter.

THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Town Board increase the rate charged for Water

service from a minimum of $22.19 for the first 0 to 4,000 gallons and $5.54 per 1,000

gallons thereafter, based on the water meter, to a minimum of $23.30 for the first 0 to

4,000 gallons and the rate of $5.82 per 1,000 gallons thereafter, based on the water meter, with the
new rate to be effective upon adoption of this resolution.
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Resolution offered by: Supervisor Danielle Freer

Seconded by: Councilman Laura Robinson
Supervisor Danielle Freer AYE
Councilman Evelyn Clarke AYE
Councilman Jared Guess Absent
Councilman Kathie Quick AYE
Councilman Laura Robinson AYE

The foregoing resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted.

RESOLUTION

SEWER RATE

WHEREAS, the law requires the cost of the operation and maintenance of the Port Ewen
Sewer District to be paid by revenue derived from the sale of the service,

WHEREAS, this Town Board has adopted a Sewer District budget for the year 2026, based
on a rate of a minimum charge of $24.27 for the first 0 to 4,000 gallons and a rate of

$6.07 per 1,000 gallons thereafter, based on the water meter.

THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Town Board increase the rate charged for Sewer
service from a minimum of $23.11 for the first 0 to 4,000 gallons and $5.78 per 1,000
gallons thereafter, based on the water meter, to a minimum of $24.27 for the first 0 to
4,000 gallons and the rate of $6.07 per 1,000 gallons thereafter, based on the water meter,
with the new rate to be effective upon adoption of this resolution.

Resolution offered by: Supervisor Danielle Freer

Seconded by: Councilman Evelyn Clarke
Supervisor Danielle Freer AYE
Councilman Evelyn Clarke AYE
Councilman Jared Guess Absent
Councilman Kathie Quick AYE
Councilman Laura Robinson AYE

The foregoing resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted.
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Discussion: Electric Vehicle Charging Station Host Site Agreement with DVM
Industries LLC

At the September 18, 2025 Town Board meeting, representatives from DVM Industries and
Chris DeCicco, Chairman of the Environmental Board, presented to the Town Board
regarding the installation of charging stations for the Ross Park parking lot and expressed
interest in exploring options for the Town property. There was a discussion regarding the
different types of chargers, and which type would work better at specific locations.

Councilman Quick said she would like to see the initial installation at the Town Hall first. It
would be good to have access if we have electric vehicles in the future. Supervisor Freer
will reach out to DVM for quotes on installation at the Town Hall property. The Supervisor
gave a copy of the proposal to the Board at the October 16" meeting for review.

COUNCILMAN EVELYN CLARKE MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE CONTRACT
CONTINGENT ON THE SUPERVISOR OBTAINING FEEDBACK FROM A LAWYER ON THE
CONTRACT'S LANGUAGE AND ANY CONCERNS BEING ADDRESSED. COUNCILMAN
LAURA ROBINSON SECONDED THE MOTION; ALL MEMBERS WERE IN FAVOR: MOTION
CARRIED.

LIAISON LIGHTENING ROUND:

SUPERVISOR FREER UPDATES:

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT - The Highway monthly report was shared with the board.
Supervisor Freer reminded everyone that the Annual Snow ordinance is in effect. Notice
was placed in the Daily Freeman—NO PARKING ON STREETS NOV. 1 THRU APR. 1 FROM
10 PMTO 6 AM. VIOLATORS WILL RECEIVE COURT APPEARANCE TICKETS AND WILL BE
LIABLE FOR TOWING EXPENSES. UC Sheriff Deputy Mullens has also been made aware of
this; more enforcement is expected this year.

HOMETOWN HEROES- Supervisor Freer recognized the group of volunteers who were
responsible for the Hometown Heroes program. Supervisor Freer was “super grateful” for
the tremendous support and attention Stephanie Lettieri gave the program. The group will
continue the program independent of the town, and volunteers will work directly with
American Legion Post 1298. The program was well received, and participants commended
the following individuals for their work: Supervisor Danielle Freer, Stephanie Lettierei,
George Post, Michael Dauner, Town Clerk Holly Netter, as well as Michael Freer and
Michael Miller.
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Town Clerk Holly Netter reminded everyone that the water bill collection period has ended
and outstanding balances have been re-levied on the 2026 taxes. The 2026 budget was
delivered to the County.

COUNCILMAN QUICK:

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS - The ZBA met on November 18th. A use variance was
granted for 374 Broadway. An area variance was denied for this property because the
setback is not in compliance.

The ZBA voted to limit the River Heights Project to two units per building, down from three
as initially proposed.

WATERFRONT ADVISORY BOARD - The WAB concluded its work on the LWRP at its
10/22/2025 meeting. It has been submitted to NYS DOS for final review. There have been
no new submissions for review at this time, so the WAB meeting scheduled for 11/26/2025
has been canceled. Margaret Phalen has submitted her resignation effective 1/1/2026.
Chet Allen also resigned, effective immediately.

ASSESSOR'S OFFICE - The Assessor's office is finishing updating assessments and
addresses for their records.

TOWN OF ESOPUS SENIORS - The Town of Esopus Seniors will have a meeting on Monday,
December 1¢'. The Senior Group will have a Holiday Party on Friday, December 5th, at
Stonehedge restaurant. Kathie has 60 people who signed up for the party.

COUNCILMAN CLARKE:

ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD - The Environmental Board is still working on climate-smart
actions. Jenna Ice determined we may be eligible for an additional 25 points based on the
information we already have listed on our website regarding heating, cooling, and flood
mitigation.

The final Repair Café for 2025 will be held on November 29 at the Ascension Church.

COUNCILMAN ROBINSON:

PARKS & REC Winter Wonderland Parade will be on Dec 5, 2025, at 5:30 pm. Visit Santa,
there will be free hot cocoa, and cookies from Chrissy’s cupcakes.

Majorie McCord is working on the Tugboat Trail Shop Local Holiday Hop. Local businesses
will participate, and each will offer something special. Information will be posted online.
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Tax Collector- Bernice will be retiring at the end of this year. Lynn Corcoran Johnston will

be the new tax collec

tor.

**No Budget Adjustments for November 2025

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS NOVEMBER 2025

BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of Esopus, County of Ulster, as follows:

WHEREAS the Town of Esopus has been presented with vouchers for payment, and these
vouchers have been examined and approved by the Town Board,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following vouchers be approved for payment:

GENERAL FUND 251409 - 251455 $74,470.21

HIGHWAY FUND 252219 - 252254 $63,849.45

STREETLIGHTS

PORT EWEN SEWER FUND | 253161 - 253178 $11,875.69

PORT EWEN WATER 254225 - 254248 $32,314.52

Capital Water 255015 - 255015 $11,000.00

ARPA

ESCROW

Total $193,509.87
Offered by: Supervisor Danielle Freer

Seconded by:

Councilman Laura Robinson

Supervisor Danielle Freer
Councilman Evelyn Clarke
Councilman Jared Guess
Councilman Kathie Quick
Councilman Laura Robinson

AYE
AYE
Absent
AYE
AYE

The foregoing resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION #1

SUPERVISOR FREER MADE A MOTION AT 7:29 PM TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION
TO DISCUSS ONGOING LITIGATION REGARDING DEREK AND LORINE KARABEC V.
TOWN OF ESOPUS ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS. ATTORNEY DYLAN HARRIS WILL JOIN
VIA PHONE. COUNCILMAN KATHIE QUICK SECONDED THE MOTION. ALL MEMBERS
PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

SUPERVISOR DANIELLE FREER MADE A MOTION TO EXIT THE EXECUTIVE SESSION AT
7:55 PM. COUNCILMAN LAURA ROBINSON SECONDED THE MOTION. ALL MEMBERS
PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

ACTION:

SUPERVISOR DANIELLE FREER MADE A MOTION TO AUTHORIZE THE SUPERVISORTO
SIGN THE STIPULATION OF SETTLEMENT FOR THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF
DEREK AND LORINE KARABEC AND PERMIT OUR TOWN SPECIAL COUNCIL, DYLAN
HARRIS FROM WHITEMAN, OSTERMAN & HANNA, TO SIGN, AS WELL AS OUR CODE
ENFORCEMENT OFFICER, MARK JAFFEE. COUNCILMAN EVELYN CLARKE SECONDED
THE MOTION. ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

EXECUTIVE SESSION #2

SUPERVISOR FREER MADE A MOTION AT 7:56 PM TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION
TO DISCUSS ONGOING LITIGATION REGARDING AMY GLUNK- MOTT V. TOWN OF
ESOPUS BUILDING DEPARTMENT, MARK JAFFEE, AND HANNAH PALEN. COUNCILMAN
LAURA ROBINSON. SECONDED THE MOTION. ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN
FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

SUPERVISOR DANIELLE FREER MADE A MOTION TO EXIT THE EXECUTIVE SESSION AT
8:09 PM. COUNCILMAN LAURA ROBINSON SECONDED THE MOTION. ALL MEMBERS
PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

ACTION:

SUPERVISOR FREER MADE A MOTION TO RETAIN RODENHAUSEN CHALE & POLIDORO
LLP. TO LITIGATE THE CASE OF AMY GLUNK- MOTT V. TOWN OF ESOPUS BUILDING
DEPARTMENT, MARK JAFFEE, AND HANNAH PALEN. COUNCILMAN EVELYN CLARKE
SECONDED THE MOTION. ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR. MOTION
CARRIED.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION #3

SUPERVISOR FREER MADE A MOTION AT 8:10 PM TO ENTER THE EXECUTIVE SESSION
TO DISCUSS THE EMPLOYMENT HISTORY OF PARTICULAR PERSONNEL.
COUNCILMAN KATHIE QUICK SECONDED THE MOTION. ALL MEMBERS PRESENT
WERE IN FAVOR: MOTION CARRIED.

SUPERVISOR FREER MADE A MOTION AT 8:30 PM TO EXIT THE EXECUTIVE SESSION.
COUNCILMAN LAURA ROBINSON SECONDED THE MOTION. ALL MEMBERS PRESENT
WERE IN FAVOR: MOTION CARRIED.

ACTION: None

KEY UPCOMING DATES

11.27 & 28 Town Hall Closed: Thanksgiving

11.29 Repair Café hosted by the Environmental Board
12.6 Winter Wonderland Parade

Tugboat Trail Shop Local Event
12.18 Next Town Board Meeting

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND SOCIAL MEDIA PAGES (FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM) FOR MORE
INFORMATION.

ADJOURNMENT

SUPERVISOR FREER MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 8:30 P.M., SECONDED BY
COUNCILMAN EVELYNE CLARKE. ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR, AND THE
MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfubly Submitted,

Folly (0. Netter
Fown Clerk, RMC



