Waterfront Advisory Board

Meeting Minutes

August 27, 2025
Present: Also Present:
Margaret Phelan, Chairperson Town Board Liaison Kathy Quick
Carol Tomassetti
Marion Zimmer
Tim Triscari
Vincent Coq
Chet Allen

Excused:
Eli Schloss

Chairperson Phelan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Chairperson Phelan entertained a Motion to approve the January 2025 Minutes as
corrected. Upon Motion of Member Zimmer, seconded by Member Allen and all
present in favor, the Minutes were approved.

River Heights Planning Board Referral

Chairperson Phelan noted that the project review should apply the standards of
the current Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan(LWRP) — not the draft LWRP Plan
currently being reviewed by New York State.

Members Tomassetti, Zimmer, Schloss and Coq had provided emailed written
comments. Chairperson Phelan asked that all Members provide e-mailed written
comments to her. Members were also instructed that all project materials to be
reviewed could be accessed through the Town’s City Squared Municity program
and to familiarize themselves with the program. Chairperson Phelan asked for
any additional comments.

Member Tomassetti commented that during her review, she was looking for
specific requirements relative to the viewshed. The proposal presented white
structures which significantly impacted the viewshed from the Hudson River. The
development needed to be earthtones to blend into the landscape. Member
Tomassetti remarked that the proposed LWRP should specifically address
“viewshed” and was an important element that should be explicit in the new
LWRP. Previously proposed Design Guidelines had not been adopted by the Town



or reviewed by the Planning Board. Chairperson Phelan advised that she had a
conference call scheduled with the consultants and the Department of State the
following week and information would be reviewed at the September 2025
meeting.

Member Allen remarked that he and Members were concerned with stormwater
retention on the site and the developer should provide funds to protect faulty
infrastructure. Chairperson Phelan directed that comments of that nature
needed to be provided to the Planning Board. Members of the Board reviewed
physical documents that had been provided.

Member Tomassetti remarked that she had reviewed in context of the viewshed
and questioned the 35’ heights of the proposed buildings but deferred to the
Code Enforcement Officer. It was noted that the fire department would be
involved in the review as well as review of the stormwater by a licensed
professional. The Secretary provided documentation from the Planning Board file
addressing the building heights from the Esopus CEO.

Chairperson Phelan concurred with the viewshed concerns, referencing an email
from Member Schloss stating that the project review should consider the Scenic
Areas of Statewide Significance (SASS) requirements in terms of the LWRP goals
and read excerpts of Member Schloss’ email.

Member Zimmer expressed concern relative to the number of trees proposed to
be removed in relation to stormwater retention and the viewshed. The slopes
were steep and clearcutting could impact runoff and trees could mitigate the
appearance relative to the viewshed and runoff. The Members preferred to have
trees intermittently proposed to reduce the impact.

Chairperson Phelan confirmed that the project was under review by the Planning
Board, no approvals had been granted and the Waterfront Advisory Board had
been the first of many referrals needed for recommendations. Member
Tomassetti questioned the accuracy of the State EAF Part | and its findings. The
recommendation was to note that stormwater runoff had the potential to affect
adjacent wetlands (the Hudson River and tributary).
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Member Allen expressed concern regarding an existing topographical ledge and
stormwater runoff. It was noted that it was the Applicants’ responsibility to
retain runoff on site and engineering needed to protect the Riverview
Condominiumes.

Member Tomasetti suggested that a recommendation be made that the
evaluation be conducted with consideration not only the subject, but the
potential effects on the Riverview Condominium property.

Chairperson Phelan stated that she would send a letter to Members for review
prior to forwarding to the Planning Board.

She also reminded that the September 24t 2025 meeting would be a long
meeting, asked everyone to be present, would get the re-write of the from New
York Department of State of the draft LWRP, and would stress to the
representatives that she would request comments from the State so that they
could be provided to Members (2) weeks prior to allow adequate time to review.

Chester — Esopus Waterchestnut Harvester

Member Tomassetti provided a comprehensive update of the progress and
challenges presented regarding the harvesting of the invasive Water Chestnut
species. Progress had been made but the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation had requested new permitting applications to allow
harvesting pursuant to the new wetland regulations which restricted harvesting in
what it designated regulated. The requirement was now being addressed by
Esopus via Member Tomassetti. Progress with specific locations were noted and
discussed.

Meeting adjourned at 8:19 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Lisa K. Mance, Secretary

Dated: August 31, 2025
Approved: October 22, 2025



