
Waterfront Advisory Board 
November 20, 2024 -6:00 p.m. 

Present:        
Margaret Phelan, Chairperson    TB Liaison, Kathie Quick (left meeting at 7:00  
Chet Allen      (p.m.) 
Eli Schloss   (via phone) 
Carol Tomassetti  (via phone)    
Marion Zimmer 
Lynn Corcoran Johnston  
Vincent Coq  
Tim Triscari       
 
Excused:   
 
Guest:  Diane Dintruff 
 
Meeting commenced by Chairperson Phelan at 6:00 p.m.   
 
October Minutes tabled. 
 
LWRP Update – Nicole Allen AICP with LaBerge Group with Susan Roth, Senior Planner 
 
Comments needed to be reviewed by the WAB Members in conjunction with Planner.  Memorandum 
had been provided for reference and annexed hereto.   
 
Goal was to have all comments addressed in January 2025 to submit draft to the State.  The January 22, 
2025 meeting would take place at 6:00 p.m.  Planner Roth asked for email address of all members to 
circulate meeting invitations.   
 
Members introduced themselves as well as the Planning consultants of LaBerge Group.   
 
The State had uploaded document with its comments provided.  Document provided by Planner Allen 
on November 14, 2024 and Secretary would save most recent revised copy.  Chairperson Phelan 
recommended that members work with Google document with comments.   Planner would provide link 
of document in Word version.   Carol Tomassetti suggested that a link to a drive that would be easy to 
locate and review electronically.   
 

1.  (Comment #3) How are historic resources being managed locally?  No preservation law was in 
place being used by the Town.  Does new policy need to be addressed?  Councilperson Quick 
stated it may possibly be considered. Planner Allen suggested that it may be best to wait until 
the LWRP had been completed.  

 
Page 11.  -Comment #14 - Review maps to verify boundaries of Hamlets.   

 
Map doesn’t depict boundaries and Sleightsburg isn’t included in boundaries of the LWRP.  It was 

noted that certain Hamlets were not totally within the LWRP.  Planner Allen suggested that the language 
be clarified to establish accurate boundaries for the map.  Planner Roth requested that a member work 
with her relative to the Hamlet boundaries within the LWRP.  (Truly understand how the waterfront 
boundaries affect the Hamlet).  Could look at as a census based designation or market as to what the 
Board feels is a hamlet area.  Planner Roth stated that aerial maps may also be useful for identification 
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of boundaries but local confirmation would still be required for confirmation.  Option was to mark up 
map this evening, later or by census.  Eli Schloss stated Google maps provided the Hamlets and planners 
would review.   

 
Page 11&12.  Comment #19 & #22 – Discuss future access to Connelly. 
 
Was access by the Town possible.  Member Zimmer stated that there was an existing easement but it 
was located through a private marina.  The Town wished to gain access but would like to achieve access 
to the Rondout.  Although it may not be possible currently, Planner Allen recommended including the 
concept if an opportunity arose in the future (possibly years away) but prior to any subsequent LWRP 
updates.  Carol Tomassetti suggested the Town may work out an agreement with the marina owner to 
gain access at some point in the future but parking could be an issue and the WAB didn’t want any 
parking on the streets.  Member Zimmer suggested that WAB was looking to pursue in the future 
although not viable at this time.   
 
Page 12 – Comment #14 – Port Ewen Quarry feasibility 
 
Chairperson Phelan stated that no public use would be granted by owner nor wished to be pursued as 
an option.  Carol suggested that although property was attractive location, was not viable for safety 
concerns, etc. to be a long-term goal of the LWRP and would require extensive work to make the 
property usable.   
 
Page 12 – Comment #2 - Stormwater Management Plan -  The Town has a stormwater 
management plan and Planner Roth would confirm that it included coastal areas.  Wasn’t necessarily 
required but should be considered.   
 
Page 16- Comment 39 – River Hill Farm and Christian Brother’s Institute in WRA?  Members not sure of 
River Hill Farm location   
 
Page 17- Comment 47 – Kathie Quick stated that access would never be granted to Sturgeon Pool.   
 
Page 20 – General Comment – “last century” referred to 1800’s.   
 
Page 27 – Comment 53 – There were no know updates regarding the culvert replacement project since 
July 2023.   
 
Page 28 – Comment 54 – Town was working on Hazard Mitigation Plan and would like to pursue FEMA 
funds. 
 
Page 51 – Comment 8 – Possibility to redevelop Port Ewen Corp. as an aspirational site for public use 
was desired.  Member Tomassetti stated that the DEC had indicated the site was not contaminated.  
There were deed restrictions placed on the property by the owner which included that it could not be a 
recreational site.  Member Schloss stated it was possible the owners absolved themselves from  
responsibility to remediate and would prove challenging.  Member Tomassetti indicated she would like 
to see comments from the Department of State and possibility that future remediation may be possible.  
Secretary would locate deed from the Planning Board file.  
 
Page 52 – Comment 90 – Smith Property use 
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Chairperson Phelan stated a restaurant would be a desirable use.  The property was not conducive for a 
park.  The Members felt it was more viable as a commercial use  under current zoning.   
 
Page 53 – Comment 91 – St. Cabrini use – Had been sold.  
 
Page 67- Comment – Hazard Mitigation Plan being developed – previously addressed under comment 
54.  Councilperson Quick would check with the Supervisor to determine a finalization date and would be 
report back. 
 
Page 72 – Comment 115 – Local Law for floodplains – None that the Members were aware of.  
 
Page 74 – Comment 123 – Sea Level Rise – Part 490 Regulations are recommended to be included in the 
LWRP and are being updated by the DEC.  Planner Roth stated it would date the LWRP and individuals 
would not necessarily check regulations for updates.   
 
Page 75 – Comment 125 – Tracking data and accurate devices were needed.   
 
Page 85 – Comment 148 – Removal for Quagga Mussel volunteer group.  The Town didn’t have a name 
for volunteer group.  Member Schloss was not aware of any local projects for the removal.   
 
Page 89- Comment 158 – Fish passage facilities at the Eddyville Dam – was it completed?  Unknown – 
Member Schloss would research but didn’t believe it had been completed.  Keep in the LWRP. 
 
Page 92-  Comment 162 – Is geocoding taking place?  Recommended…..Callahan’s is not in the Town of 
Esopus and this could be taken out of the LWRP.  Member Tomassetti had added comment regarding 
Dyno Nobel (contaminated and does discharge into a stream feeding to the Rondout).  Planners would 
develop description.  
 
Page 107 – Comment 203 -Plan to encourage commercial fishing.  Member Schloss - No commercial 
fishing would be permitted on the river given the PCB contamination – recreational only at this time.  
Planner Roth would make clear on document.   
 
Page 134- Comment 247 – Package Sewer/Water Plant – What was being proposed for Castlemore?  
Look into plans….Member Tomassetti asked if CEO Jaffee would have an opinion.   
 
Page 136 – Comment 257 – filtration of ballast systems in Esopus?  Water supply source and was there a 
filtration system in place for protection of drinking water.  Member Schloss indicated that the Coast 
Guard polices and there are no allowed discharges north of the GWB.  Recreational boaters don’t use 
ballast water as a rule.   No need to include.   
 
Page 142 – Comment 261 – Town purchase land for waterfront access?  Not at the present time but 
include as an aspiration of the LWRP.   
 
Page 164 – Comment 312 – Legion Court viewpoint – gain access with PE Fire District for easement 
public access.  May be viable and leave as aspirational.  Chair Phelan would contact Scenic Hudson for 
input. 
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Page 166 – Comment 317 – Route 9W Empire State Trail – Acceptable to add  safety measures such as 
protected bike lanes, etc.  Section 2 would need to include.  Member Schloss inquired if it could now be 
addressed on the Wurts Street Bridge but it was confirmed that there was no room and would not be 
safe.  The sidewalks on the bridge were not suitable and unsafe for cyclists.   
 
Page 172 – Comment 326 – Previously addressed – reclaiming property on Broadway for Rondout 
access.  WAB would like statement to remain in the goals of the LWRP.   
 
Page 185 – Comment 354 – PE Water Treatment Plant – Method to protect plant from sea level rise and 
was there a plan.  Chair Phelan was contacting Water Superintendent to determine.  Member 
Tomassetti stated that location wasn’t conducive to a natural shoreline given the deep water. 
 
Page 191- Comment 368 – Were the plans to remove the Eddyville Dam still in effect.  Would reach out 
to the County. 
 
Page 200- Comment 378 – Previously addressed – no commercial fishing. 
 
Page 199 – Comment 381 – Local Historic Preservation policies – Town had no Committee in place.  
Planners would research narrative and adapt.   
 
Planner Roth referenced Section 3 and the wording – Explanation of policy  (State didn’t like the wording 
– ie Page 107)  Wording of explanation of policy was recommended to be changed – Page 195 
specifically addresses.  Planner Roth suggested renaming section.   
 
Projects in the back of the documents – List in Section 2 refer to comments in Section 4…..relisting 
projects wasn’t necessary but sections should sync…. 
 
Next meeting to be on December 18th (Wednesday)  at 6:00 p.m.  and January 22, 2025. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:49 p.m.   
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Lisa K. Mance, Secretary 
Dated: November 20, 2024 
Approved:  February 26, 2025 


