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TOWN OF ESOPUS 
TOWN BOARD WORKSHOP 

June 4, 2026 
 

A regularly scheduled Town Board Workshop was held in person on June 4, 2026, at  
1 Town Hall Way, Ulster Park. The following persons in attendance: 
 
Present:    Supervisor Roscoe Pecora 
     Councilman Evelyn Clarke     
     Councilman Jared Geuss  

Councilman Paul Brooks 
     Councilman Stephanie Yeh 
      
Recording Administrator: Holly A. Netter, Town Clerk RMC 
 
Supervisor Pecora called the meeting to order at  7:05pm. 
 
PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – none  
 
 
 Amy Dooley, Legislative District 9, Ulster County 
 
Amy Dooley, Legislative District 9, Ulster County came to share some updates from the 
Ulster County Legislature.  She had noticed contracts awarded to a firm in Oklahoma and 
asked why no one local was performing the work. Colleagues explained no one local 
applied when the RFP was advertised.  She is taking the initiative to find a way to reach 
local businesses by updating the County website and connecting with the Economic 
Development Committee and Purchasing Department, which will offer workshops to assist 
local businesses with how to apply and submit to keep the work local.  
 
They are looking at tax exemptions for low-income seniors and programs to help them 
avoid losing their homes.  Programs available to assist before it reaches that point.     
 
Contracting with “MOD SQUAD” – trying to bring a modular home company in to build 
homes in Ulster County.  
 
Councilman Stephanie Yeh mentioned a recent article in the paper regarding Kingston 
trying to promote building out the railroad infrastructure and asked how she felt. Amy said 
she wants to learn more about it before she makes a decision.  There would be pros and 
cons. She is afraid it could lead more people to buy homes and prevent locals from buying 
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affordable homes.  Amy wants more jobs brought to the area so people do not have to 
commute; it’s a long process. 
 
 Certificate of Recognition Mr. & Mrs. Banks 
 
Supervisor Pecora presented a Certificate of Recognition to Mary Ann and William Banks 
who celebrated 50 years of marriage.   
 
UPDATES 
 
 On 6/2/26, Central Hudson hosted a mock-storm municipal conference call regarding the 
emergency plan in the event of widespread electrical outages affecting Esopus.  
 
6/4/26 Municipal Officers training hosted by the NYS Comptroller’s Office. 
 
Supervisor Pecora and Councilman Yeh attended the NYS Comptroller's Municipal Training 
session for Supervisors, Board Members, and Bookkeepers. They reviewed the monthly 
reporting and the Policies & Procedures that should be in place. Shared tips for budget 
preparation and long-term capital plans.  This is part of the Comptroller's educational 
series. Good networking opportunity to hear how other municipalities handle things; very 
helpful.   
 
 
DISCUSSION OF ACCEPTING FUNDING OFFER FROM ULSTER COUNTY PLANNING FOR 
REMAINDER OF THE FEDERAL OFF-SYSTEM BRIDGE FUNDS PROJECT REGARDING R8-
B – TOWN OF ESOPUS – VALLI ROAD OVER BLACK CREEK.  
 
SUPERVISOR PECORA MADE A MOTION TO SEND THE FOLLOWING LETTER THAT WAS 
READ:  SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN JARED GEUSS. AFTER THE DISCUSSION AND 
THE READING OF THE LETTER, ALL MEMBERS VOTED IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.  
 
Discussion: Supervisor Pecora said a comment was made that Ulster County had the most 
deficient and worst bridges in the State of New York. A $12.6 million federal grant was 
awarded to the county to replace off-system bridges. Last year, Lloyd, Warwarsing, and 
Esopus applied for the funding, and only Warwarsing and Lloyd were approved. At the 
Ulster County Transportation Council (UCTC) meeting, they announced that approximately 
$5 million had been spent and that approximately $7.204 million remained.   They 
discussed whether any towns may be interested in the funds and if the council should go 
out for projects. A suggestion was made to write to UCTC expressing an interest in 
submitting if there is a call for projects for federal off-system bridge replacement.  This 
would put them on notice that Esopus is interested.  Federal grant money can cover 80%, 
and NYS has a Marchiselli grant covering up to an additional 15%. Brian Slack did say there 
was no guarantee the Town would receive the entire 15%. Updates would be needed to the 
original application.   
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Concerns about the town needing to bond were raised, but this bridge has been red 
flagged for years; it is our responsibility. Supervisor Pecora said having first refusal on the 
money is a plus, and who knows when, or if, the opportunity for funding will come around 
again.   
 
The total cost of the bridge is unknown; the numbers need to be updated.  The Town Hall 
bond ends in 2035; it was refinanced, shaving 10 years off that note.  Bonding was also 
done for the Drinking water infrastructure.  
 
Councilman Geuss said the project should take approximately 9 months to construct  
 
Supervisor Pecora said there are strict procedures to follow. Councilman Geuss said the 
engineering firm oversees the process and ensures guidance.   
 
June 4, 2026 
Ulster County Transportation Council 
245 Fair Street, P.O.Box 1800 
Kingston, NY 12402 
 
Re: Acceptance of Offer – Remaining Federal Off-System Bridge Funds 
 Project: R8-B – Town of Esopus – Valli Road over Black Creek 
 
Dear Members of the Ulster County Transportation Council: 
On behalf of the Town of Esopus, this letter serves as formal acceptance of the offer for 
distribution of remaining federal Off-System Bridge funds for the Valli Road over Black 
Creek bridge project, identified as R8-B – Town of Esopus. 
 
The Town acknowledges the availability of federal aid funding from the remaining 
unprogrammed balance of approximately $7.204 million designated for eligible Ulster 
County bridge facilities. The Town further understands that these federal formula funds 
require a 20% local match, which may be eligible for up to 15% Marchiselli reimbursement 
through New York State. 
 
The Town of Esopus appreciates the opportunity to advance this important infrastructure 
project following the prior BridgeNY application submission that was not awarded funding 
during the previous round. 
 
Upon approval of the Town’s letter of interest, the Town and its engineering consultant will 
proceed with updating the project schedule, design estimates, and year-of-construction 
costs for the purpose of amending the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). The 
Town understands that project costs and schedule will also be subject to review by 
NYSDOT Region 8. 
 



06/04/2026  

4 
 

The Town looks forward to working collaboratively with the Ulster County Transportation 
Council and NYSDOT Region 8 staff throughout the TIP amendment process and 
subsequent execution of the State and Local Agreement with NYSDOT. 
Thank you for your consideration and continued support of transportation infrastructure 
improvements within Ulster County. 
 
Sincerely, 
Roscoe T. Pecora, Supervisor 
Town of Esopus 
cc: NYSDOT Region 8 
 
DISCUSSION OPENING APPLICATION PROCESS TO FILL UNEXPIRED TERM OF ESOPUS 
TOWN JUSTICE 
 
Court Justice Pierce Gallagher has submitted his resignation, effective 7/15/2026 at noon. 
The Town Board has the authority to fill mid-term vacancies by a majority vote. If the 
position is filled by a licensed attorney, they may serve before taking the class.  Class is 
offered only twice a year, once in spring and again in fall. It would behoove the town to 
have an attorney to keep the court from getting backed up.   
 
AJOURNMENT  

SUPERVISOR PECORA MADE A MOTION TO CLOSE THE MEETING AT 7:45 P.M. 
COUNCILMAN JARED GEUSS SECONDED THE MOTION. ALL THE MEMBERS PRESENT 
WERE IN FAVOR, AND THE MOTION CARRIED.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Holly A. Netter 

Town Clerk, RMC  
  

Next Town Board Meeting scheduled for June 18, 2026 
 
6.8.26 Seniors Meeting Town Hall Community Center, Ulster Park, NY 1:00pm 
6.10.26 Recreation Commission Town Hall, One Town Hall Way, Ulster Park, NY 7:00pm 
6.11.26 Water/Sewer Town Hall Community Center, Ulster Park, NY 7:00pm 
6.15.26 Planning Board Town Hall, One Town Hall Way, Ulster Park, NY 7:30pm 
6.16.26 ZBA Community Center Town Hall, One Town Hall Way, Ulster Park, NY 7:00pm 
6.17.26 Environmental Board Town Hall, One Town Hall Way, Ulster Park, NY 7:00pm 
6.18.26 Town Board Meeting Town Hall, One Town Hall Way, Ulster Park, NY 7:00pm 
6.25.26 WAB Town Hall, One Town Hall Way, Ulster Park, NY 7:00pm 


