
Town of Esopus Newsletter Update 

Message from Town Supervisor Roscoe T. Pecora 
Dear Residents, 

As we head into summer, I’d like to share updates on 
several important projects, initiatives, and community 
events happening across Esopus.  

Since taking office, my administration has focused on: 

●​ long-term capital planning 
●​ strengthening the Town’s financial stability 
●​ addressing overdue infrastructure needs 
●​ pursuing grant funding opportunities 

While there is still work ahead, we are making steady 
progress building a stronger future for Esopus.  

This newsletter puts a spotlight on the following topics: 

●​ infrastructure and water system projects 
●​ our financial planning efforts,  
●​ housing and zoning initiatives,  
●​ volunteer board appointments, and  
●​ upcoming community events.  

I also want to thank the many residents who continue to volunteer their time, attend meetings, 
and stay engaged in local government. Your involvement and support are essential to the 
success of our Town. 

As always, thank you for your continued support. I encourage everyone to participate in the 
community events and initiatives mentioned in this newsletter. 

Sincerely, 

Roscoe T. Pecora, Town Supervisor​
Town of Esopus 

 



                      Infrastructure & Water System Updates 

Water main improvements - The Supervisor’s Office recently applied for $1.2 million 
in federal funding to continue critical water main replacement work in Port Ewen. We 
are pleased to report that Senator Chuck Schumer has supported our request through 
the first round of approvals. 

The Town has already completed major water system improvements using ARPA and 
Environmental Facilities funding, and we are hopeful this highly competitive application 
will advance to the final approval stage. Stay tuned! 

Stormwater management – The Town Board recently 
received an update from Tighe & Bond Engineering on the 
Town’s 2026 MS4 Stormwater Program, which helps 
protect local waterways by reducing pollutants from 
entering streams and the Hudson River. These efforts also 
help the Town avoid costly penalties while improving 
drainage infrastructure and long-term environmental 
planning. 

The Board also approved engineering agreements that 
position Esopus to compete for future state infrastructure 
funding for water and drainage improvements. 

 

Financial Updates & Planning 

Strengthening the Town’s financial health and 
developing a long-term capital plan remain top 
priorities for the Supervisor’s Office. Recent efforts 
have focused on improving oversight, identifying 
cost-saving opportunities, pursuing grants, and 
recovering reimbursement funds owed to the 
Town.  

Some recent progress includes: 

●​ Successfully filed the Town’s Annual Update Document (AUD) with New York 
State despite the unexpected resignation of the Town’s CPA during the process. 

●​ Retained a new accounting firm to assist with budgeting, reporting, and long-term 
financial planning. 



●​ Supervisor Pecora and Councilperson Stephanie Yeh will attend the NYS 
Comptroller’s Financial Management Workshop in June to strengthen municipal 
budgeting and oversight practices. 

 

Housing Initiatives & Zoning Update 

The Town of Esopus has joined the Ulster 
County Housing Sustainability Initiative, 
giving the Town access to planning support, 
technical assistance, and potential funding 
opportunities as we address housing 
affordability and future growth challenges. 

To support these efforts, the Town Board has retained a professional planner to help 
modernize the Town’s zoning code, pursue grants, and better align Town regulations 
with the 2019 Comprehensive Plan. These updates will improve clarity for residents and 
developers while supporting smart, well-planned growth. 

Residents interested in participating are encouraged to contact the Supervisor’s 
Office at 845-331-0676. 

 

Supervisor’s Office Updates 

Partnering with Senator Hinchey Representatives from 
State Senator Michelle Hinchey’s constituent services team 
were available at Town Hall on Monday, May 11th, from 10:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. to assist residents with questions and 
services. The Supervisor also had a chance to meet with 
Senator Hinchey in her office and advocate for Esopus at the  
“Let’s Talk Local Government,” the New York State 
Association of Towns Lobby Day in Albany. 

 

 

 



Helping Residents Recover Lost Money 
Representatives from New York State Comptroller 
Thomas DiNapoli’s Office recently visited Esopus Town 
Hall to help residents search for and recover money 
through the State’s Unclaimed Funds program. 
Residents discovered funds from forgotten bank 
accounts, utility deposits, uncashed checks, insurance 
policies, and other sources. 

The Supervisor’s Office was proud to partner with the 
Comptroller’s Office to bring this valuable service 
directly to the community. 

 

Working with Scenic Hudson The 
Supervisor also participated in a site visit to 
Black Creek Preserve with representatives 
from Scenic Hudson to discuss future 
cooperation opportunities, environmental 
education initiatives, and the potential 
development of a visitor’s center. They plan 
on more upgrades to the Preserve for this 
year. 

 

Volunteer Service & Board Appointments 

As promised, efforts continue to fill vacancies on Town volunteer boards and 
committees. We sincerely thank the residents who have stepped up to serve our 
community. Volunteer service is essential to local government, and we greatly 
appreciate their time and expertise. 

Recent appointments include: 

Recent Appointments 

●​ Waterfront Advisory Board: Susan Epstein, John Hickey, Elizabeth Tendyke (2 
vacancies remain) 

●​ Assessment Board of Review: Thomas Fitzpatrick 
●​ Planning Board: Derrick Karabec (Alternate) 



●​ Water Board: Wesley Monica 
●​ Recreation Commission: Serina Bass, Kelly Oldham, Deb Chapman, Scott 

Barfield, Jeanne Sammons (1 vacancy remains) 
●​ Environmental Board: (2 vacancies remain) 

 
Looking for YOUR INPUT on the new Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan 
 
Public input on Local Waterfront Revitalization Programs (LWRPs) is a required, integral 
process in New York State, involving public meetings, workshops, surveys, and 
hearings to shape coastal management, prioritize projects, and align with community 
goals. Residents and stakeholders provide feedback on draft documents, environmental 
impacts, and proposed local laws to ensure community consensus. Comments will be 
received until Thursday, May 21, 2026. Please send your written comments to 
hnetter@esopus.gov or at the monthly board meeting scheduled for May 21st. 
https://www.esopus.gov/posts/notice-of-public-hearing-lwrp/  

 

Town Community Events 

American Legion Post 1298 Memorial Day Parade — May 25th 

Residents are invited to attend the Annual 
Esopus Memorial Day Parade on May 25 
beginning at 10 a.m. at Dollar General on 
Broadway, followed by a memorial service 
at Riverview Cemetery. Refreshments will 
be provided afterward at the Port Ewen Fire 
Department. 

Special thanks to our Veterans, American 
Legion Post 1298, our volunteer fire 
departments, the ladies auxiliary groups, the Highway Department, and the many 
volunteers who help make this important community tradition possible — including 
those who recently helped prepare flower planters for the parade route. We 
appreciate everyone who helps support this important community tradition.  
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